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A  Summary  of  Findings 

P  opu la  t  i  on 

Past  Population  Trends:  Over  the  sixty-year 
period  from  1900  to  1960,  Edgecombe  County,  Tarboro 
Township,  and  the  Town  of  Tarboro  have  all  shown 
moderate  increases  in  population. 

The  rate  of  population  growth  in  Tarboro  in 
the  past  thirty  years  has  declined. 

Although  the  population  of  Tarboro  increased 
from  8,120  in  1950  to  8,411  in  1960  (an  increase 
of  3.5  percent),  this  occurred  in  part  because  of 
the  annexation  of  an  adjacent  area  on  which,  by 
1960,  458  individuals  resided. 

While  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  population 
of  the  Town  of  Tarboro  has  declined  as  compared 
to  its   rate  of  growth  in  the  past,  the  Township 
(excluding  the  Town)  has  grown  at  a  continually 
increasing    rate  from  1910  to  the  present  time. 


Characteristics  of  the  Population:  The  com- 
position of  Tarboro's  population  resembles  most 
strongly  that  of  a  small  or  rural  town.  While 

out-migration  is  general  for  all  ages,  it  is  most 

-  i  _ 


prevalent  among  individuals  in  the  age  groups 
fifteen  to  thirty  years  of  age  —  the  age  group 
containing  individuals  who  characteristically 
look  for  new  opportunities  and  who  are  usually 
least  restrained  by  family  ties. 

The  ratio  of  males  to  females  in  Tarboro 
is  86.7  males  per  one  hundred  females.   The  State 
sex  ratio  is  97.3  males  per  one  hundred  females. 
Extremely  low  sex  ratios  occur  in  the  age  groups 
twenty  to  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  thirty- 
five  years  to  thirty-nine  years  of  age.   These 
low  ratios  are  results  of  the  high  rate  of  male 
out-migration. 

While  the  proportion  of  the  population  which 
is  nonwhite  is  decreasing  in  Tarboro,  the  total 
population  —  white  plus  nonwhite  —  has  remained 
about  constant  over  the  past  twenty  years.  Indi- 
viduals in  the  productive,  childbearing  and  family- 
forming  age  groups  of  the  nonwhite  population  are 
migrating  from  the  Tarboro  area. 


Of  the  total  number  of  married  couples  in 
Tarboro  and  Tarboro  Township,  approximately 
twenty-eight  percent  of  the  couples  in  the  Town 
have  children  less  than  six  years  of  age.   How- 
ever, approximately  forty-one  percent  of  the 
married  couples  in  the  Township  have  children 
less  than  six  years  of  age. 

Future  Population:  Based  upon  past  trends, 
the  estimated  future  p opu la t i ons f o r  Edgecombe 
County,  Tarboro  Township  and  Tarboro  are  given 
b  e  low  . 


1960 


1970 


1980 


Edgecombe  County  54,226  54,799  55,420 
Tarboro  Township  13,228  12,951  12,673 
Tarboro  Town  8,411       7,714      6,871 


Style  of  Life 
I nc  ome :  Only  one  of  North  Carolina's  one 
hundred  counties  moved  toward  increased  pros- 
perity, as  indicated  by  the  level  of  median 
family  income   between  1949  and  1959.  faster 
than  did  Edgecom.  be  County. 


Educa t  ion :  The  median  number  of  school  years 
completed  by  Town  residents  is  approximately  nine 
years,  for  individuals  residing  in  the  Township 
seven  years,  and  six  years  for  those  residing  in 
Edgecombe  County. 

Residential  Mobility :  In  both  the  Town  of 
Tarboro  and  Tarboro  Township,  approximately  one- 
half  of  the  population  has  not  changed   its   place 
of  residence  in  the  last  five  years.   Of  those 
who  have  changed  their  place  of  residence^  almost 
forty-five  percent  have  moved  into  the  Tarboro 
area  from  points  in  nearby  Edgecombe  County. 


Ec  o  n  omy 

Empl oyment :  The  ratio  of  unemployment  (un- 
employment as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  labor 
force)  in  Tarboro  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
State  but  is  significantly  less  than  the  ratios 
of  unemployment  in  either  Tarboro  Township  or 
in  Edgecombe  County. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  labor  force  in 
Tarboro  may  be  classified  as  "clerical  workers," 
"craftsmen,"  or  "operatives." 


Industry  Groups:   Agriculture  plays  a  major 
role  in  the  economy  of  both  Edgecombe  County  and 
Tarboro  Township,  while  non-durable  manufacturing, 
principally  textile-mill  production  and  apparel 
fabrication,  play  a  major  role  in  the  economy  of 
the  Town . 

Of  those  manufacturing  industries  which  are 
presently  located  in  Tarboro,  almost  thirty  percent 
may  be  classified  as  textile  or  apparel  fabricating 
industries.   Furthermore,  over  fifty  percent  of 
Tarboro's  work  force  is  engaged  in  one  capacity  or 
another  in  the  manufacture  of  textiles  or  textile 
produc  t s  . 

There  are  four  textile  firms  in  the  Tarboro 
area  that  employ  in  excess  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  employees  each.    In  all,  textile  plants 
in  the  Tarboro  area  employ  approximately  twelve  hun- 
dred people. 

Agriculture  is  a  primary  source  of  income  in 
the  Ta r bo r o-Ed gee ombe  County  area.  Although  agricul- 
ture itself  is  not  a  town-building  function,  there 
is  a  strong  reciprocal  relationship  between  the 
Town  and  its  agricultural  hinterland. 


Trade :  In  the  Tarboro  Retail  Trade  Area  there 
are  an  estimated  15,132  residents  with  a  total  ef- 
fective buying  income  of  over  $23,500,000.   This 
represents  an  effective  buying  income  of  $1,553 
per  capita  or  $6,522  per  household. 

It  is  probable  that  retail  trade  establish- 
ments are  proliferating  into  the  area  outside  the 
Town  while  those  in  the  settled  urban  area  of  the 
Town  have,  due  to  increased  competition,  consoli- 
dated and  slightly  decreased  in  number.   The  number 
of  retail  workers  employed  has  decreased  due  to 
modernization  and  the  trend  toward  "superstore" 
type  self-service  establishments. 

Although  wholesale  operations  in  Tarboro  are 
increasing,  Tarboro  did  not  over  the  period  of  1954 
to  1958  maintain  its  share  of  the  County's  whole- 
sale trade. 

Worker  Mobility:  Of  the  17,439  workers  who 
reside  in  Edgecombe  County,  some  13,701  are  employed 
in  Edgecombe  County.  In  addition,  approximately  2,048 
workers  commute  to  employment  in  Edgecombe  County  from 
other  c  ount i  es  . 


Each  year,  according  to  the  most  recent  esti- 
mate of  the  Employment  Security  CommissioOj  six 
hundred  and  fifty  high  school  students  enter  the 
labor  market  within  an  area  having  a  radius  of 
twenty-five  road  miles  of  Tarboro.   Considering 
this  addition  to  the  work  force,  there  are  poten- 
tially available  and  unemployed  approximately 
3,310  workers  in  the  Tarboro  twenty-five  mile 
rad  i  us  a  r  ea . 

Of  the  workers  available   210  are  skilled, 
670  semiskilled,  and  2,430  trainable  for  produc- 
tion jobs  demanding  skill  development.  Of   the 
skilled  and  semiskilled  workers,  275  are  experienced 
textile  industry  workers. 


i  introduction 


This  study  of  Tarboro's  population  and  eoonomy 
has  two  broad  purposes:    1)  to  provide  a  general  in- 
ventory and  appraisal  of  the  present  population   and 
the  state  of  the  economy   and  2)  to  provide  qualitative 
and  quantitative  data  to  serve  as  guides  for  the  devel- 
opment of  policies  regarding  future  land  use  develop- 
ment.  Such  a   study  logically  occurs  early  in  the  plan- 
ning effort. 

While  past  trends  are  reported  in  the  following, 
an  attempt  is  also  made  to  provide  estimates  of  future 
population  and  economic  growth  for  the  City  of  Tarboro, 
Tarboro  Township,  and  Edgecombe  County.   One  must  bear 
in  mind,  however,  that  an  analysis  of  past  trends  is 
relatively  simple,  whereas  estimates  of  future  condi- 
tions are  more  complex. 

In  general,  the  smaller  the  area  and  the  longer 
the  time  period  over  which  an  estimate  is  attempted, 
the  more  difficult  such  an  estimate  becomes.   Thus,  it 
should  be  stated  at  the  outset   that  the  estimates  of 
future  population  and  the  future  economic  status  of 
the  Town  of  Tarboro,  Tarboro  Township  and  Edgecombe 
County  are  merely  educated  guesses  made  after  a  study 


PURPOSE  OF  THIS 
REPORT 


QUALIFICATIONS  OF 
THIS   REPORT 


of  past  trends.   Even  these  kinds  of  " gu es t i ma t es " , 
however,  may  be  used  as  guidelines   having  some  sig- 
nificance within  the  continuing  planning  process. 

The  estimates  of  future  population  and  economic 
growth  in  this  report   are  not  predictions,  but 
rather,  projections.   They  are  based  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  forces  which  prr%duced  change  in  the 
past  will  continue  to  have  a  similar  influence  on 
change  in  the  future.   Thus,  the  projection  of  a 
trend  based  on  past  events  providesa  base-line 
against  which  the  effects  of  later  events  may  be 
measured.   Deviations  from  trends  thus  established 
may  be  interpreted  as  indications  either  that  some 
new  and  important  factors  have  come  to  play  a  sig- 
nificant part  in  the  economic  and/or  population 
growth  of  the  area,  or  that  the  factors  which  in- 
fluenced past  population  and/or  economic  growth  are 
operating  in  a  different  manner  than  had  been  the 
case  previously.   The  result  of  either  occurrence 
may  be  unanticipated  change. 


THIS  STUDY  IS 
A  GUIDE 


li  population 


The  population  increase  for  each  decade  for  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  Edgecombe  County,  Tarboro 
T-^wnship  (including  the  Town  of  Tarboro),  Tarboro 
Township  (excluding  the  Town  of  Tarboro),  Tarboro 
Town,  Princeville  and  Rocky  Mount  is  given  in  Table 
1,  Increase  in  Population  by  Decade  for  the  Town  of 
Tarboro  and  Other  Selected  Areas.    Inspection  of 
this  table  indicates  that  over  the  sixty  year  period 
from  1900  to  1960   all  of  the  areas  considered  have 
shown  fluctuation  in  population  growth.   Edgecombe 
County,  Tarboro  Township  (including  the  Town),  and 
Tarboro  Town  have  shown  moderate  population  increases 
over  the  last  sixty  years.   Of  those  places  considered, 
the  growth  rates  of  Tarboro  Town,  Edgecombe  County  and 
Princeville  over  the  sixty  year  period  from  1900  to 
1960  are  found  to  be  most  similar. 1/ 


PAST  TRENDS  IN 
POPULATION 


J^/  See  the  Appendix,  Table  26  for  the  statistical  formula 
used  in  testing  for  similarity  in  rates  of  population 
growth.   While  the  above  mentioned  areas  show  similar 
rates  of  increase, our  tests  do  not  indicate  that  this 
similarity  is  statistically  significant.   Nevertheless 
some  importance  can  be  attached  to  the  fact  that  the 
test  results  tend  in  tlie  right  direction. 


TABLE  1  --  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION  BY  DECADE  FOR  TARBOHO  AND  OTHER  SELECTED  AREAS 


1900 
1910 


1900-1910 


1910-1920 


1920-1930 


1930-1940 


1940-1950 


1950-1960 


North 
Carolina 

1  ,893  ,810 

2,306 , 287 

16  .  5 
2, 559, 123 

30  .  2 
3 , 170,276 

23  .  9 
3,571, 623 

12  .  7 
4, 061 ,929 

13  .  7 
4, 556 , 155 

12.2 


Township   1 
Edgecombe        Tarboro    (Excluding        Tarbo 
County Township    Tarboro  Twp.) Tow 


Prlncevllle 


26 , 591 

32 , 010 

20  .  3 

37,995 

18  .  5 

47 ,894 

26  .  1 

49 , 162 

2.  6 

51 ,634 

5.  0 

54,226 

5.  0 


5  ,  142 
6,271 

22.  0 

6  ,  778 

8  .  1 

9,  157 

35  .  1 

10, 290 

12.  4 

11 ,878 

15  .4 

13 , 228 

11.4 


2,643 
2,  142 
-23  .  4 
2,210 
3  .  2 
2,  778 

21  .  6 
3  ,  142 

12  .  3 
3  ,  758 

16  .  4 
4,817 

21  .  9 


2,  499 

552 

2  ,937 

4  ,  129 

627 

8  ,  051 

65  .  2 

13  .6 

175  .  1 

4,568 

562 

12, 742 

10  .  5 

-11  .6 

6  2.  0 

6,379 

614 

21,99  8/1 

39  .6 

9.3 

72.6 

7 , 148/1 

818 

26.392/1 

12  .  1 

33  .  2 

20.  0 

8,12  0/1 

919 

29, 002 

13.6 

12,3 

10  .  0 

8,41  l/_l 

795/1 

3  2,14  7/1 

3  .  5 

-15.6 

12.6 

Compiled  by 
ot  the  Censu 
North  Carol! 

t  of  Township 
Bxed  by  Tarbor 
nt  Township  in 
nt  City  betwee 


from  Population  of  Counti 
U.  S.   Census  of  Populati 


Civil  Div 


1910  and  1960  and  U.S. 


1  was  annexed  to  Tarboro  Town  in  1939  and  again  in  1947.   Also  part  of  Township  1  was 
o  and  also  by  River  Mills  between  1950  and  1960.   Rooky  Mount  annexed  part  of  Rooky 

1927  and  1939.   Parts  of  Stony  Creek  and  Rooky  Mount  Township  were  annexed  to  Rocky 
n  1950  and  1960. 


All  of  the  areas  considered  shared  in  the 
economic  and  population  growth  of  the  nation  prior 
to  the  ni net een- thi r t i es ,  Both  the  State  and  the 
County  have  shown  only  moderate  increases  in 
population  growth  in  the  last  thirty  years.   The 
Town  of  Tarboro,  during  this  period,  has  shown 
a  slightly  declining  rate  of  population  growth 
(see  Chart  1  )  ._2/  At  the  same  time  the  Township 
outside  the  Town  has  shown  an  increasing  rate  of 
population  growth.   The  total  populationof  Tarboro 
increased  from  8,120  in  1950  to  8,411  in  1960,  an 
increase  of  3.5%.   This  increase  occurred  in  part 
because  the  Town  annexed  desirable  residential  pro- 
perty upon  which  by  1960, 458  individuals  had  taken 
up  residence.   These  individuals  were  counted  in 
the  Town  population  in  1960.   Without  the  addition 
of  these  individuals  Tarboro  would  have  shown   a 
decrease  of  167  individuals  or  2.1%  decrease  in 
total  population  over  the  period  1950-1960  within 
the  1950  corporate  limits  of  the  Town. 


_2/  Chart  1  does  not  depict  the  State's  growth;  an 
idea  of  the  population  increase  for  the  State 
may  be  gained  by  studying  Table  1.  _  5  _ 
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CHART  I-  POPULATION  INCREASE 
for  the  TOWN  of  TARBORO 
and  OTHER  SELECTED  AREAS! 
1900       to      I960 


SOURCE      Compiled     by    DC    P. 


The  average  rate  of  population  increase  for  the 
Town  of  Tarboro  over  the  period  from  1900  to  1960  was 
greater  than  the  rate  of  population  growth  of  either 
the  Township  or  the  County.    Inspection  shows  this 
increase  occurred  prior  to  nineteen-forty.   Tarboro's 
average  population  increase  over  the  last  two  decades 
was  8.5%,  sixty-six  percent  less  of  an  increase  than 
over  the  whole  sixty  year  period.   The  population  in- 
crease of  Tarboro  Township  (excluding  the  Town  of        ^ 
Tarboro)  was  14.3%  over  the  entire  period.   However, 
over  the  last  thirty  years  the  average  ratio  of  popu- 
lation increase  for  the  Township  was  16.9%,. 

Thus,  the  recent  rate  of  population  growth  of  the 
Town  of  Tarboro  has  declined,  as  compared  with  its 
average  rate  of  growth  over  the  sixty  year  period, 
while  the  population  of  the  Township  (excluding  the 
Town)  has  grown  at  an  increasing  rate  from  1910  to  the 
present . 

Tarboro  Town's  average  rate  of  population  increase 
for  the  period  (24.1%)  was  ejjiceeded  twice  — in  the 
decade  between  1910  and  1920  and  in  the  decade  between 
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1920  and  1930.   The  population  of  Tarboro  Township 
(excluding  the  Town)  increased  at  a  rate  greater 
than  its  average  rate  of  increase  for  the  sixty 
year  period  three  times  — in  the  decade  between 
1920  and  1930,  in  the  decade  between  1940  and  1950, 
and  also  in  the  decade  between  1950  and  1960.   The 
1950-1960  increase  is  very  important  when  it  is  com- 
pared with  the  population  decline  of  the  Town  in 
this  period. 

Annexations  which  increased  Tarboro  Town's 
total  land  area  and  added  additional  population  have 
taken  place  in  each  decade  from  1939  to  the  present. 
As  indicated  in  Table  1,  Tarboro  in  1940  had  a  popu- 
lation of  7,148  individuals,  in  1950   a  population 
of  8,120  residents,  and  in  1960,  8,411  people;  this 
was  a  population  increase  of  769  individuals  between 
1930  and  1940,  972  individuals  between  1940  and  1950, 
and  291  individuals  between  1950  and  1960.   Comparative 
population  totals  for  each  of  these  years  as  well  as 
the  inter-decade  rates  of  increase  for  Tarboro  Town- 
ship, Tarboro  Town  and  other  related  areas  are  to  be 
found  in  Table  1. 


In  addition  to  knowing  how  many  people  there 
are  in  an  area,  it  is  also  of  valueto  know  what 
ki  nd  of  people  are  there.   The  present  and  the 
future  possible  social  and  economic  structure  and 
function  of  a  community  must  be  appraised  prior 
to  planning   so  that  whatever  planning  is  under- 
taken properly  bridges  the  gap  between  what  is  in 
the  present  and  what  is  desired  for  the  future. 
Therefore,  the  following  analysis  treats  the  popu- 
lation categorically  in  terms  of  age,  sex  and 


CHARACTERISTICS  OF 
THE  POPULATION 


Analysis  of  the  births  and  deaths  occurrence 
each  year  from  1950  to  1960  supplies  a  basis  upon 
which  some  inferences  may  be  made  regarding  net 
migration  and  the  presence,  absence  and  numbers 
of  people  in  each  of  the  major  age  groupings  for 
Tarboro  Town  and  other  selected  areas.   Considera- 
tion of  the  population  figures  recorded  by  the 
Census  in  1950  and  1960  indicates  that  in  the  de- 
cade between  1950  and  1960  there  was  an  increase 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  whites  and  a  decrease 
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of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  non-whites  giving  a 
net  out-migration  figure  of  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  individuals.   This  figure  represents  a  population 
decrease  in  1960  greater  than  that  which  would  have 
occurred  in  Tarboro  considering  only  the  addition 
of  births  to,  and  the  subtraction  of  deaths  from 
the  1950  population.    In  addition  to  this  there  was 
another  kind  of  population  change  in  Tarboro  between 
1950  and  I960;  annexation  of  adjacent  territory  oc- 
curred on  which  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  indivi- 
duals subsequently  took  up  residence. 

Had  this  annexation  and  subsequent  settlement 
not  accurred,  Tarboro  would  have  shown  a  total  popu- 
lation of  some  one  thousand  individuals  less  than 
was  actually  recorded  in  1960  by  the  U,  S.  Census. 

Unfortunately  the  occurrence  c£   an   annexation 
prior  to  the  1960  Census  precludes  a  further  more 
rigorous  analysis  through  which  the  incidence  of 
migration  might  be  accurately  established  for  each 
age  group  by  race  and  sex.   On  the  basis  of  informa- 
tion compiled  in  Tables  2  and  3,  and  information  of 
a  more  general  nature,  however,  some  less  precise 
notions  may  be  suggested.  -  10  - 


The  settlement  and  count  in  a  subsequent  census 
of  adults  between  twenty-five  and  thirty-four  years 
of  age  and  of  young  children  in  an  area  adjacent  to 
an  urban  place  usually  implies  the  existance  of  re- 
latively young  family  units.   Analysis  of  the  figures 
recorded  in  the  census  reports  for  1950  and  1960  in- 
dicates that  other  than  the  group  below  ten  years  and 
the  male  group  twenty-five  and  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  the  actual  population  totals  for  each  age  group 
were  less  than  might  have  been  expected  on  the  basis 
of  natural  increase  and  the  incidence  of  mortality 
(see  Table  27  in  the  Appendix).  This  disparity  of  the 
recorded  population  count  and  the  population  totals 
for  each  age,  race  and  sex  group  that  might  have  been 
expected  on  the  basis  of  analysis  of  the  1950  and  1960 
census  figures  was  general  in  nature.   That  is,  out- 
migration  is  evidently  occurring  in  all  age  groups 
ten  years  of  age  and  older  excepting  the  white  male 
age  group  twenty-five  to  thirty-four. 


POPULATION  DECLINE  FOR  SELECTED  AGE  GROUPINGS  BY  RACE  AND  SEX 
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NONWHITE  POPULATION  AND  NONWHITE  POPULATION  CHANGE 
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\/    Not  Available 


It  would  be  expected  that  some  individuals  -- 
male  and  female,  white  and  nonwhite  --  in  these  two 
age  groups  were  probably  subsequent  residents  of 
that  area  which  was  annexed  between  1950  and  1960 
(see  Table  2),  and    thus  the  disparity  of  the  ex- 
pected population  totals  from  the  recorded  popula- 
tion count  does  not  exist  for  this  age  group  in 
the  degree  that  it  does  for  the  other  age  groups. 
Such  decreases  in  population  over  what  might  have 
been  expected  were  largest  for  the  age  groups 
twenty  to  thirty-four  years,  excepting  the  white 
male  age  groups  mentioned  above.   Population  de- 
creases were  also  quite  significant  for  the  older 
age  groups  excepting  those  white  females  and  non- 
whites  of  both  sexes  65  years  of  age  and  over  (see 
Appendix  Tables  36  and  37).   Even  when  allowance  is 
made   for  the  increased  incidence  of  mortality  of 
older  age  groups,  the  rate  of  ou t -m i gra t i on  con- 
tinues to  be  significant. 

In  a  somewhat  more  general  vein,  Tarboro's 
population   make-up  resembles  most  strongly  that  of 
a  small  or  rural  town.    It  seems  appropriate  to  men- 
tion here  that  Tarboro  has  suffered  and  may  continue 
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tn  suffer  the  same  kinds  of  population  losses  that 
have  occurred  in  many  of  these  small  towns  as  a 
function  of  a  decline  in  the  availability  of  econo- 
mic opportunity.   While  out-migration  is  general  for 
all  ages,  it  is  most  prevalent  for  the  age  groups 
15  to  30  years  --  the  age  group  containing  indivi- 
duals looking  for  new  opportunities  and  who  are 
least  restrained  by  family  ties. 


The  sex  ratio,  that  is  the  ratio  of  the  number 
of  males  to  the  number  of  females  is  lower  in  the 
Town  of  Tarboro  than  in  any  of  the  other  places  con- 
sidered in  this  study.   This  paucity  of  male  resi- 
dents is  to  be  expected  on  the  basis  of  the  high 
rate  of  male  ou t -mi gra t i on  mentioned  earlier.   Fe- 
males characteristically  exhibit  less  of  a  tendency 
to  leave  their  home  town  to  seek  new  opportunity 
el sewher  e , 

The  State  sex  ratio  is  97.3  males  per  one  hun- 
dred females,  while  the  ratio  of  males  to  females 
in  Tarboro  Town  is  86.7  males  per  one  hundred  females 
Extremely  low  sex  ratios  occur  in  the  age  groups 
twenty-four  years  and  thirty-five  to  thirty-nine 
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years.   These  low  ratios  are  the  results  of  the  high 
rates  of  male  ou t -m i gra t i on .   The  relatively  high 
ratios  of  males  to  females  in  the  age  groups  ten  and  un- 
der and  thirty  to  thirty-four  years  of  age  may  be  a 
result  of  the  annexation  and  subsequent  development 
of  an  outlying  residentaal  development.   Such  an 
area  usually  attracts  family  units  and  the  result  is 
often  near  numerical  equality  of  males  and  females. 

This  information  put  in  more  practical  and 
meaningful  terms  indicates  that  the  type  of  industry 
locating  in  Tarboro  must  utilize  a  female  labor  force. 
Also  in  a  lighter  vein  (but  none  the  less  significant 
insofar  as  out-migration  and  population  increase  is 
concerned)  --  young  ladies  with  matrimonial  interests 
must  look  farther  than  the  corporate  limits  of  Tarboro 
in  order  to  have  a  satisfactory  selection  of   male 
companionship.   A  low  sex  ratio  is  apparent  for  the 
group  twenty  to  twenty-four  years  of  ages.   However, 
all  of  the  groups  from  thirty-five  to  eighty-five 
years  of  age  and  over  show  a  disproportionate  number 
of  females  relative  to  the  number  of  males. 
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The  racial  composition  of  the  populatior  in  Lhe 
Town  of  Tarboro  (excluding  the  Town),  and  Edgecombe 
County  is  given  in  Table  3.    It  is  to  be  noted  in 
this  Table  that  the  population  of  Edgecombe  County 
is  over  fifty  percent  nonwhite.   The  nonwhite  popula- 
tion in  North  Carolina  characteristically  has  a  low 
socio-economic  standing.   Most  nonwhites  engage  in 
subsistence  farming  with  whatever  other  economic 
opportunity  is  available  being  shared  disproportion- 
ately with  white   workers  in  the  area.   When  there 
is  little  economic  opportunity  available  for  white, 
not  to  mention  nonwhite  employees,  the  situation  is 
met  at  its  worst.   The  status  of  the  nonwhite  worker 
in  Edgecombe  County  is  an  indication  of  the  economic 
ill  health  of  not  only  this  area  but  of  the  entire 
S  ou thland  . 

Once  the  nonwhite  moves  from  his  subsistence 

farming  into  an  urban  or  quasi-urban  area,  the  lack 

of  economic  opportunity  really  becomes  very  crucial.^/ 

Farming  becomes  impossible.   The  nonwhite  without 

farming  becomes  unemployed.   He  has  no  choice  but  to 

move  or  keep  moving. Thus  ,.  there  has  been  a  slight 

1/    Approximately  13%  of  the  total  population  of  Tarboro 
Township  (excluding  the  Town)  engage  in  farming.  No 
information  has  been  compiled  for  the  races  separately. 
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but  steady  decline  in  the  nonwhite  population  of 
over  twenty  percent  for  Tarboro  Township,   Only 
a  moderate  nonwhite  population  decrease  is  to  be 
noted  for  the  Town  of  Tarboro.    It  may  be  the  case 
that  I'.onwhites  who  are  migrating  thus  do  not  stop 
in  Tarboro  but  pass  by  or  stop  only  briefly  in  the 
Town.    Those  nonwhites  that  remain  to  be  counted  in 
consecutive  censuses  are  established  and  settled, 
long  time  residents   in  the  Town  of  Tarboro. 

An  analysis  of  the  actual  nonwhite  population 
in  196f  as  compared  with  the  nonwhite  population 
that  might  have  been  expected  on  the  basis  of  natural 
increase  less  mortality  is  found  in  Table  29  in  the 
Appendix.   This  table  indicates  that  individuals  in 
the  age  groups  from  twenty   to  forty-four  are  leaving 
the  Tarboro  area  in  large  numbers.   While  in  general 
the  proportion  of  nonwhite  individuals  in  each  age 
group  of  the  population  approximates  the  proportion 
of  individuals  in  each  age  group  of  the  white  popula- 
tion for  most  age  categories  in  Tarboro  Town,  there 
are  significantly  fewer  male  nonwhites  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-five  to  thirty-four  and  fewer  female 
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nonwhites  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-four 
than  might  be  expected.   These  are  the  productive, 
chi Idbear i ng ,  and  f am i ly- f o rm i ng  ages  of  the  non- 
white  population  —  individuals  who  find  little 
economic  opportunity  within  the  confines  of  the 
Town  boundaries  of  Tarboro. 

Tables  4  and  5  present  data  on  families  in 
the  Tarboro  Area.   Several  expected  findings  emerge. 
Moderate  proportions  of  both  races  in  Tarboro  Town, 
Tarboro  Township  and  Edgecombe  County  are  to  be  found 
in  family  units.   While  it  may  not  have  been  the  case 
prior  to  annexation  and  subsequent  development  of  an 
area  adjacent  to  the  Town,  there  were  in  1960  about 
equal  proportions  of  families  living  within  the  Town 
and  in  the  surrounding  Township.   There  are  slightly 
more  nonwhite  families  within  the  Town  than  there  are 
in  the  Township  and  slightly  more  white  families  in 
the  Township  and  in  the  County  (as  indicated  by  the 
number  of  heads  of  families)  than  there  are  in  the 
Town . 1/ 


FAMILIES  AND 
FAMILY  STRUCTURE 


_1/  The  Township  (with  the  Town  excluded)  shows  the 

smallest  ratio  of  heads  of  households  to  the  total 
white  population.   This  is  probably  a  function  of 
the  presence  of  children  in  the  area. 
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TABLE  4  ""  POPULATION  14  YEARS  AND  OVER  IN  FAMILIES 


TARBORO  TOWN         TARBORO  TOWNSHIP        EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
te       Nonwhite White       Nonwhite       White    Nonwhi  t  e 


Total  Population  14 

Years  of  Age  &  Over  4,159       1,628         1,377       1,606        18,894      16,622 

Married  (Females) 

Separated  (Females) 

Widowed  (Females) 

Divorced  (Females) 

Total  Family  Units  1,040         293  400         196         5,999       3,743 

Percent  Families  of  the 
Total  Population 
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Source:   Compiled  by  DCP  . 


FAMILIES  AND  RACE  BY  PLACE 


Tarboro  Township           Edgecombe 
Excluding  the  Town County 


Total  Population  8,411  4,817  54,226 

Head   of  Primary  Family  2,068  968  11,661 

Percent  Families  of  Total  Population        24.6  20.1  21.5 

White  Population  5,799  2,116  25,817 

Nonwhite  Population  2,612  2,701  27,832 

%    White  Families  of  Total  Population        26.3/1  24.6/1  26.0/1 

%  Nonwhite  Families  of  Total  Population    20.7/1  16.5/1  17.8/1 

Source:   DCP 


_1/  These  figures  differ  slightly  from  those  given  in  Table  5,  The  number  of  families  varies 
with  the  way  in  which  family  is  defined.  Here  we  have  assumed  a  similarity  between  "head 
of  primary  family"  and  family  as  indicated  by  the  number  of  "married  couples  " 
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Of  the  total  number  of  married  couples  in  Tarboro 
and  Tarboro  Township,  approximately  t wen t y -ei gh t  per- 
cent in  the  Town  have  children  less  than  six  years 
of  age.    In  the  Township,  however,  approximately 
forty-one  percent  of  the  married  couples  have  children 
under  six  years  of  age.   This  kind  of  population  com- 
position typifies  outlying  areas  adjacent  to  urban 
places . 

The  projection  of  the  size  of  the  future  popula- 
tion, on  the  basis  of  past  trends,  is  fraught  with 
hazard.    In  general  the  smaller  the  area  and  the  longer 
the  time  period  over  which  an  estimate  is  made,  the 
more  difficult  it  is  to  achieve  an  accurate  estimate 
of  the  future  population. 


THE  FUTURE 
POPULATION 


A  population  projection  study  for  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  giving  future  population  totals  by  age, 
race  and  sex  for  each  county  in  the  State  is  soon  to 
be  published  as  a  part  of  the  program  of  basic  economic 
and  population  research  carried  on  by  the  Division  of 
Community  Planning    Preliminary  reports  of  the  projected 
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population  figures  for  1970  and  1980  lor  Edgecombe 
County  (see  the  Appendix  Table  30)  may  be  used  as  a 
basis  from  which  the  population  of  smaller  political 
subdivisions  within  the  County  may  be  apportioned 
(see  Appendix  Table  31).   This  has  been  done  by  age, 
race  and  sex  for  each  Township  in  Edgecombe  County 
and  for  Tarboro  Town  (see  Table  6).   The  total  popula- 
tion for  Tarboro  Township  thus  derived  is  12,951  indi- 
viduals by  1970  and  12,673  individuals  by  1980,   The 
corresponding  figures  for  Tarboro  Town  are  in  1970, 
7,714  and  in  1980,  6,871. 

It  is  expected  that  the  composition  of  the  popu- 
lation in  1970  and  1980  will  show  the  effects  of  the 
out -mi grat i on  mentioned  earlier.    It  is  assumed  that 
this  trend  in  population  movement  will  continue  over 
the  years  to  1980.   Some  aging  of  the  population  will 
occur  as  time  passes  and  thus  the  size  of  some  age 
groups  relative  to  others  will  change.   Other  age 
groups  will  show  the  extreme  effects  of  ou t -m i gr a t i on 
continued  over  a  considerable  length  of  time.   Compari- 
sons of  the  figures  in  Charts2,  and  3  indicates  the  projected 
effects  of  these  tendencies. 


CHART  2-  THE  WHITE  POPULATION  by  AGE  and  SEX  for  TARBORO    TOWN    :    I9  60 
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In  closing  this  section  dealing  with  the  future 
population;  it  may  be  well  to  add  a  proviso  to  the 
foregoing.   The  total  population  of  Tarboro  is  de- 
clining slightly  and  the  composition  of  the  popula- 
tion tends  toward  young  children  and  older  people. 
There  are  fewer  nonwhites,  fewer  males,  and  fewer 
individuals  between  fifteen  and  twenty-five  years 
of  age . 

Moreover,  one  must  remember  that  population 
trends  are  i nd i vo re eably  related  to  changes  in  the 
state  of  the  economy.   Should  the  people  of  Tarboro 
decide  that  such  trends  as  have  been  noted  as  occur- 
ring in  the  past  and  projected  by  this  report  into 
the  future,  are  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
Town,  then  enthusiastic  public  action  and  govern- 
mental policy  decisions  should  be  made  in  order  to 
provide  the  basis,  impetus  and  implementation  for 
new  directions  of  economic  growth  and  population 
growth  as  well.   The  next  section  examines  the 
Style  of  Life  of  Tarboro's  people. 


TABLE  6  — TOWN  OF  TARBORO   FUTURE  POPULATION  J^/ 


NONWHITE 


Age 

In  Years 


0-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
6  5  plus 


237 

204 

301 

334 

198 

212 

153 

135 

259 

257 

228 

245 

144 

138 

153 

142 

333 

426 

247 

261 

84 

43 

135 

106 

288 

287 

266 

253 

91 

46 

84 

28 

190 

166 

206 

159 

12 

0 

64 

44 

391 

437 

332 

372 

79 

87 

83 

44 

254 

162 

316 

240 

32 

0 

73 

5 

311 

231 

433 

371 

112 

58 

91 

15 

300 

391 

335 

356 

102 

54 

134 

0 

125 

104 

289 

331 

89 

0 

160 

127 

2  ,  688 


2,665 


2  ,953 


2  ,  922 


1  ,  130 


Source:   DCP  Estimate. 


_1/  See  the  Appendix,  Tables  28  and  29  estimates  of  the  future  population  by  age,  race  and 
sex  for  Edgecombe  County  and  estimates  of  the  total  population  for  each  Township  in 
Edgecombe  County. 


style  of  life 


Community  Planning  attempts  to  assist  a  town's 
citizens  in  making  qualitative  Improvements  to  their 
physical  and  social  environment.    It  is  this  physical 
and  social  environment  that  determines  the  "kind"  or 
"style"  of  life  of  an  area's  citizens.    Evidence 
concerning  a  community's  style  of  life  may  be  gathered 
through  comparative  analysis  of  statistical  data  in- 
come, education  and  housing.   The  following  section 
of  the  report  compares  the  adequacy  of  housing,  the 
income  and  the  educational  levels  of  people  in  Tar- 
boro  and  Tarboro  Township  with  residents  in  other 
selected  areas. 

Edgecombe  County  ranked  thirty-third  in  the  level 

of  median  1_/     family  income  in  the  State  in  1949  with 

a  figure  of  $1,980.   The  median  family  income  for 

Edgecombe  County  has  increased  both  in  amount  and  in 

rank  from  1949  to  1959  as  did  the  median  family  income 

for  the  rest  of  the  State.    Indeed  over  this  decade 

from  1949  to  1959,  Edgecombe  County  ranked  ninety-ninth 

in  the  rate  of  increase  in  median   family  income  among 

North  Carolina's  one  hundred  counties. 

2^/    The  median  is  a  kind  of  average.   One-half  of  the 
families  have  an  income  in  excess  of  the  median 
while  one-half  of  the  families  have  an  income  which 
is  less  than  the  median  value. 


Thus,  all  but  one  county  in  the  State  moved  further 
toward  increased  prosperity  (as  measured  by  this  statis- 
tical index)  for  its  citizens  than  did  Edgecombe  County. 
At  present  Edgecombe  County  ranks  f i f t y -s even t h  among 
the  one  hundred  counties  in  the  State  in  level  of  median 
f ami  1 y  i  nc  ome . 

One  notes  in  comparing  the  white  family  income  dis- 
tribution with  that  of  the  nonwhite  families  for  Tarboro 
Township  and  Tarboro  Town  (see  Charts  4  and  5)  that  the 
nonwhite  median  family  income  levels  are  less  than  the 
white  median  family  income  levels  in  these  areas. 
Futhermore,  for  each  race  and  for  each  area  significant 
proportions  of  individuals  are  found  to  lie  in  two  slightly 
different  places  along  the  baseline  measuring  income.   The 
income  distribution  for  the  nonwhite  population  in  the 
Township  shows  two  distinct  peaks  (see  Chart  5),  one  in 
the  lower  income  ranges  and  another  in  the  interval  $4,000 
to  $4,999.   Note  that  the  median  level  of  income  of  non- 
white  families  living  in  the  Town  is  only  slightly  less 
than  the  median  income  of  those  living  in  the  Township, 
while  the  median  family  income  of  the  Town's  white   pop~ 
ulation  is  more  than  $2,00  0  greater  than  that  of  the 
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median  family  income  of  the  Township's  white  population. 

Little  information  is  available  to  provide  an  accurate 
explanation  of  these  facts,  but  one  may  attempt  some  ex- 
planation even  where  supporting  data  are  only  partially 
available.    In  both  the  Town  and  the  Township  the  propor- 
tions of  nonwhites  to  be  found  in  the  lower  income  brackets 
are  greater  than  the  proportions  of  whites  to  be  found  in 
these  income  categories. 

In  both  areas,  and  for  both  races  there  seems  to  be 
a  tendency  toward  a  "bi-modal"  (or  two  peaked)  distribution. 
This  indicates  that  while  there  are  significant  numbers  of 
people  in  a  low-socio  economic  class,  there  also  exist 
significant  numbers  of  people  in  a  somewhat  higher  income 
bracket.    In  the  Town  the  second  peak  occurs  in  the   interval 
$4,000  to  $4,999  for  the  nonwhites,  while  in  the  Township 
additional  peaks  occur  in  the  $6,000  to  $8,000  interval. 
In  considering  this  data  the  following  explanation  suggests 
itself.   While  in  general  the  nonwhites  both  in  the  Town 
and  in  the  Township,  are  to  be  found  in  a  low  socio-economic 
class,  there  probably  exist   some  nonwhite  tobacco  farmers 
and  some  nonwhite  professionals   (schoolteachers,  skilled 
c ra f t swo r k er s  or  operatives)  living  both  inside  and  out- 
side the  Town  boundaries.    If  one  may  suppose  that   in  the 
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Town  there  is  a  group  having  a  high  income  ar^d  a  group 
having  a  low  income,  while  there  are  a  few  individuals 
in  between,  a  two  peaked  distribution  would  result. 
Where  there  are  fe\v  families  having  intermediate  in- 
come and  two  groups,  one  having  a  high  family  income 
and  one  a  low  family  income,  the  two  peaks  will  be 
most  distinct.   There  will  be  no  peaks  in  the  distri- 
bution where  there  are  equal  numbers  of  families  in 
each  different  family  income  interval.   The  former 
situation  seems  to   be  the  case  regarding  the  nonwhite 
population  in  the  Town  and  the  White  population  in 
th  e  Townshi  p . 

The  educational  attainment  of  a  population  is 
of  direct  significance  and  interest  to  prospective  con- 
cerns seeking  to  locate  or  relocate  in  an  area.   While 
school  enrollment  figures,  in  the  detail  necessary  for 
analysis  by  race,  are  not  available  at  this  time,  some 
preliminary  analysis  in   less  detail  is  possible.   Table  7  and 
8  present   data  on  school  enrollment.   Study  of  these 
data  indicate  that  few  individuals  either  in  Tarboro  Town 
or  Tarboro  Township  are  at  present  enrolled  in  a  college 
or  university.   Tarboro  Town,  Tarboro  Township,  Rocky  Mount^ 
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TABLE  7  --  THE  NUMBER  ENROLLED  IN  SCHOOL  FOR  SELECTED  AREAS 


Total 
Enrol led 


E 1 emen t  a  r  y 
School 


Hi 

Sch 

30l 

5 

5 

23 

3 

5 

6 

22 

1 

4 

8 

19 

7 

5 

6 

21 

2 

5 

5 

23 

8 

4 

3 

17 

7 

Rocky  Mount 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Population 

As  a  Percent  of  Total  Enrolled 

State  of  North  Carolina 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Population 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Enrolled 

Urban  Places  in  North  Carolina 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Population 

As  a  Percent  of  Total  Enrolled 

Edgecombe  County 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Population 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Enrolled 

Ta  r bor o  Town 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Population 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Enrolled 

Tarboro  Township 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Population 

As  a  Percent  of  the  Total  Enrolled 


17  .  2 
73.0 

18.1 
71.5 

15.7 
63.9 

20.4 
76.8 

17.1 
74.0 

19.4 

80.  7 


0  .  4 

1  ,  5 

1  .  3 

5  .  3 

3  .  5 

14  .  3 


.  43 

1  .  9 

.  10 

.  45 


Source:    Compiled  by  DCP 


PROPORTIONS  OF  THE  TOTAL  POPULATION  TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  AND  OVER  AND  SCHOOL  GRADES 

COMPLETED  BY  PLACE 


Rocky  Mount 

%  Completing 

Grade 


State  of 
North  Carol ina 
%  Completing 
Grade 


Urban  P  lac  es 

In  N.C. 
%  Completing 
Grade 


Rura 1  Places 

In  N.C . 
%  Completing 
Grade 


Ed  gee  orabe 

County 

5  Compl et  i  n^ 

Grade 


Elementary  School 

1-4 

15 

.  7 

13, 

,  4 

5-7 

22 

.  3 

24, 

.  9 

8  Years 

8 

.  2 

9, 

.3 

High  School 

9-11 

16, 

.8 

17  , 

.  0 

12  Years 

18  , 

.  7 

18  , 

,9 

Col lege 

13  -  15 

7  , 

.  7 

7, 

.  1 

16  plus 

7  , 

.6 

6, 

.3 

None 

2. 

.  9 

3. 

.1 

M  ed  ian 

9 

.  2 

8, 

,9 

9.0 

17  .  3 

8  .4 

17  .  4 
21  .  9 

11.9 

11.8 

2.2 

11.3 


15  .  4 
28  .  5 

9  .  7 

16  .  7 
17.5 

4  .  9 

3  .  8 

.3 

8  .  3 


26  .  8 

24  .  6 

6  .  8 

12  .  9 

13  .  4 

4  .  9 

4  .  5 

6  .  1 

7  .  2 


Source:   Compiled  by  DCP  . 


SCHOOL  COMPLETED  BY  INDIVIDUALS  TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  AND  OVER  BV  PLACE 


Tarboro  Town 
(Absolute  Number) 


Ta  rboro   Town 
Percent  of  Persons 
25  Years  and  Over 
Completing  Grade 


Tarbor  o 
Townshi  p 
( Absolut  e 
Number ) 


Tarboro  Township 
Percent  of  Persons 
25  Years  and  Over 
Completing  Grade 


Persons  25  Years  Old  plus      4,533 


Elementary  School 

1-4  Years  858 


5-7  Years  963 

8  Years  319 


High  School 

9  -  11  Years 


12  Years 


College 

13  -  15  Years 


16  Years  plus 


Median  School  Years 
Complet  ed 


No   School  Years 
Completed 


688 
810 

430 
315 


18  .  9 

21  .  2 

7  .0 

15.2 
17  .  9 

9.5 
6.9 

8.9 


2  ,  246 

636 
529 
188 

259 
270 

63 

107 


28  .  3 

23  .  6 

8.  4 

11.5 
12.  0 

2  .  8 
4  .8 


Source:   Compiled  by  DCP  . 


Rural  Places  in  North  Carolina  and  Edgecombe 
County  have  many  fewer  residents  in  attendance 
at  an  institution  of  higher  learning  than  in 
high  school.   Proportionately  large  numbers 
of  individuals  in  these  areas  are  enrolled 
in  high  school.   However,  this  figure  should 
be  interpreted  with  caution  as  it  indicates 
the  proportion  of  those  enrolled  in  high 
school  relative  to  the  total  number  enrolled 
in  schools  of  any  kind.   Also,  these  data  were 
collected  some  two  years  ago. 

The  paucity  of  college  enrollees  is  partly 
because  there  are  no  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  the  vicinity  of  Tarboro,  although 
a  new  college  has  opened  in  Rocky  Mount   and 
Tarboro  has  been  mentioned  as  a  possible  site 
for  a  State  of  North  Carolina  Community  Col  lege.  J^/ 
Perhaps  more  importantly  college  enrollment  is 
related  to  family  income.  Edgecombe  County  ranks 
fifty-seventh  in  the  State  in  level  of  median 


family  income.    It  is  unfortunate  that  only  two 
_1/While  Tarboro  has  been  mentioned  as  a  site  for 
a  State  of  North  Carolina  Community  College,  it 
was  not  mentioned  as  one  of  thefourteeo  most. 


was  not  mentioned  as  one  oi  thetourteen  most 
urgently  needed  institutions.  There  exists  little 
possibility  of  the  immediate  development  of  such  a 
facility  in  the  Tarboro  area.  _  34 


percent  of  the  population  in  Tarboro  Town, 
at  this  time,  are  able  to  attend  an  institu- 
tion of  higher  learning. 

Education  is  a  gateway  to  the  attain- 
ment of  higher  income.    Its  utilization  for 
acquiring  higher  income  and  a  better  way  of 
life  is  dependent  upon  a  realization  by  the 
individual  of  the  utility  of  education  for 
this  purpose.   Evidently  the  socio-economic 
conditions  of  Tarboro  Town  and  Tarboro  Town- 
ship are  such  as  to  have  prevented  the  average 
person  from  viewing  education  as  a  ready  means 
to  climb  the  ladder  to  a  different  style  of 
life  (see  Tables  8  and  9).   Noted  in  Table  9 
that  some  8  .  67o  of  the  population  twenty-five 
years  of  age  and  over  in  Edgecombe  County  have 
had  no  formal  education  whatsoever. 

The  median  number  of  school  years  completed 
by  Town  residents  (twenty-five  years  of  age  and 
older)  is  approximately  nine  years,  for  indivi- 
duals residing  in  the  Township  seven  years,  and 
six  years  for  those  living  in  Edgecombe  County, 


35 


In  general,  as  one  moves  further  into 
rural  territory   with  perhaps  an  accompany- 
ing generally  low  socio-economic  status  and 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  the  population 
nonwhite,  one  finds  evident  a  smaller  number 
of  people  continuing  their  education. 

Analysis  of  Table  10,  which  presents 
data  concerning  Residential  Mobility  (change 
of  residence),  is  of  interest  but  not  because 
it  indicates  that  the  population  in  the 
Tarboro  area  is  mobile.   Quite  the  contrary, 
in  both  Tarboro  Town  and  Tarboro  Township 
approximately  one-half  of  the  population  has 
not  changed  their  place  of  residence  in  the 
last  five  years.   Of  those  people  who  have 
changed  their  place  of  residence  almost  forty- 
five  percent  have  moved  into  the  Tarboro  area 
from  elsewhere  in  nearby  Edgecombe  County. 

Housing  characteristics  by  tenure,  color 
and  condition  of  structures  for  selected  areas 
are  examined  in  Table  11.    It  is  to  be  noted 


RESIDENTIAL  MOBILITY 


HOUSING  CHARACTERISTICS 


TABLE  10  --  RESIDENTIAL  MOBILITY 


Residence  in  1955 


Ta  rbo  r o 
Town 


T  a  r  b  o  r  o 
Townsh  i  p 


Persons  Five  Years  of  Age 
And  Over  in  1960 


7,  472 


4,034 


Same  House  As  In  1955 


3,410 


1  ,  786 


Different  House  in  U.S 
Same  County 
Different  County 
Same  State 
Different  State 


4,031 

3  ,  234 

779 

354 

111 


53 
43 
10, 

4 

1 


2,  178 

1  ,  713 

465 

181 

15 


54  .  0 
42  .  5 


11  , 
4  . 


Source:    Compiled  by  DCP , 


TABLE  11 


HOUSING  CHARACTERISTICS  BY  TENURE  AND  COLOR 


Ta  r bo  r  o 
Town 


Ta  r bor  o 
Twp .  -   ( exo 1 . 
the  Town) 


Edgec  ombe 
County 


State  of 

North 
Ca  r ol i  na 


All  Housing  Units 

Owner  Occupied 
White 
Nonwhi  t  e 

Renter  Occupied 
White 
Nonwhi  t  e 


2  ,378 


1 

,308 

1 

,064 

244 

1 

,070 

661 

409 

52, 

.  4 

81  , 

.  3 

18  , 

,  7 

47  , 

.  6 

61  , 

,8 

38  , 

.  2 

1  ,  079 

488 
311 

177 

591 
243 
348 


41.8  5  ,767 
63.7  4 , 279 
36.3  1  ,  488 

50.7  7 , 347 

41.1  3 , 163 

58.9  4,  184 


40  , 

,  7 

74 

.  2 

25 

.  8 

51 

.  6 

43  , 

>0 

56 

.  9 

1 , 204, 715  

724,  631  60.1 

629 , 148  86 . 8 

95  ,  483  13  .  2 

480 , 084  39  .  9 

325,239  67.7 

154,845  32. 3 


Condi  t  i  on 

Total  Units 
S  ound 

Deteriorating 

Di lapidated 


2,497 
1,665 


702 
130 


66  .  7 

28  .  1 

5  .  2 


1  ,  165 
563 


271 
331 


48  .  3 
23  .  3 
28  .  4 


14, 

,  216 



1 

,   322   ; 

,893 



8  , 

,  176 

57  .  5 

923  , 

,  063 

69  .8 

4  , 

,  210 

29  .  6 

270, 

,  296 

20.  4 

1  , 

,830 

12.  9 

129, 

,534 

9  .8 

Nonwhite  Housing 
Total  Units 
Sound 

Deteriorating 

D  i lapi  da  ted 


653 

26  , 

.  2 

525 

45 

.  1 

5, 

,  672 

39 

.9 

250, 

,328 

20. 

.  7 

319 

48  , 

.  9 

173 

33  , 

.  0 

2, 

,  209 

38  , 

,9 

103  , 

,  132 

41  . 

.  2 

251 

38  , 

.  4 

132 

25  , 

.  1 

2, 

,  207 

38  , 

,9 

85, 

,  446 

34, 

,  1 

83 

12  , 

.  7 

220 

41  , 

,  9 

1  , 

,  256 

22 

.  1 

61  , 

,  750 

24  , 

,  7 

Source:   Compiled  by  DCP  from  Special  Census  Oata. 


here,  as  might  be  expectedj  that  of  those 
structures  which  are  owner  occupied,  some- 
thing less  than  twenty  percent  in  Tarboro 
Town  are  occupied  by  nonwhites.    Especially 
is  this  tendency  of  nonwhites  to  be  tenants 
rather  than  owners  found  to  persist  in  the 
Township.   Here  nonwhite  renters  exceed  by 
two-thirds  the  number  of  nonwhite  owners. 

It  is  generally  true  that  a  proportion- 
ately larger  number  of  dilapidated  houses 
are  to  be  found  in  the  rural  townships  over 
the  State  than  in  the  towns.    It  is  also 
true  that  of  those  dilapidated  structures 
which  are  inhabited  more  of  them  are  likely 
to  be  occupied  by  nonwhites  than  by  whites. 
Only  thirty-three  percent  of  the  sound 
housing  units  in  the  Township  are  occupied 
by  nonwhites,  whereas  over  forty  percent  of 
the  nonwhite  housing  units  in  the  Township 
are  classified  as  dilapidated. 


Income,  education  and  housing  are 
gross  indicators  of  the  style  of  life  of 
the  people  in  an  area.   Both  the  style  of 
life  of  a  people  and  the  number  of  people 
in  an  area  are  directly  related  to  the 
amount  of  available  income.   The  following 
section   —   The  Economy  —  examines  the 
sources  of  the  peoplefe  income,  the  basis 
of  their  level  of  prosperity. 


IV  economy 


The  dynamics  of  the  population  and  the 
dynamics  of  the  economy  are  related  through 
the  individual  —  his  income  and  his  income 
producing  efforts.   The  rate  of  unemployment 
(unemployed  as  a  percent  of  the  Civilian 
Labor  Force)  in  Tarboro  is  greater  than  that 
of  the  rate  of  unemployment  in  the  State  and 
is  significantly  less  than  the  rates  of  un- 
employment in  either  the  Township  or  the 
County.   Table  12,  Employed  and  Unemployed 
in  Tarboro  Town,  Tarboro  Township  and  Edgecombe 
County,  summarizes  information  regarding  em- 
ployment and  unemployment.   A  few  salient 
points  perhaps  deserve  some  emphasis.   The 
age  group  fourteen  years  of  age  and  older  is 
usually  considered  available  for  employment. 
But  in  Tarboro,  a  significant  proportion  of 
those  who  are  fourteen  years  of  age  and  older 
are,  for  various  reasons,  unavailable  for  em- 
ployment.  There  exists  a  significant  propor- 
tion of  those  individuals  who  are  fourteen 


EMPLOYMENT 


TABLE  12 


EMPLOYED  AND  UNEMPLOYED  IN  TARBORO  TOWN,  TARBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY:   I960 


Tarbor  o 
Town     Percent 


T  a  r  b  o  r  o 
Town  ship 


Edgec  ombe 
County       Percent 


Persons  14  Years  of  Age  And  Over  5,787 

Civilian  Labor  Force  3,577 

Employed  3,374 

Private  Wage  and  Salary  Workers    2,624 

Government  Workers  442 

Self  Employed  Workers  300 

Unpaid  Family  Workers  8 

Not  in  Civilian  Labor  Force  2,206 

Inmate  of  Institution  30 

Enrolled  in  School  501 

Other-Less  Than  65  Years  1,170 

Other-Over  65  Years  505 

Unemployed  203 

As  Percent  of  Civilian  Labor  Force   

As  Percent  of  Those  14  Years  plus    


61.8 

100 

94  .  3 

100 

77  .  8 

13  .  1 

8  .  9 

.  2 

100 

1  .  4 

22  .  7 

53  .  0 

22.9 

5  .  7 
3  .  5 


2  ,  895 
1  ,  593 

1  ,  500 

1  ,  003 

152 

307 

38 

1  ,  302 
193 
229 
674 
206 
93 


55  .  0 
100 

94  .  2 

100 

66  .  9 
10  .  1 
20  .  5 

2  .  5 
100 

14.8 
17.6 
51.8 
15.8 

5  .  8 

3  .  2 


34  ,  526 
19 , 265 

17,995 

12,390 

1  ,  642 
3,159 

804 

15 , 253 

359 

3  ,329 

9  ,  078 

2  ,  487 
1,270 


55  .  8 

100 

93  .  4 

100 

68  .  9 
9  .  1 

17.6 
4  .  5 
100 

2  .  5 
21  .  8 
59  .  5 
16  .  3 

6  .  6 

3  .  6 


years  of  age  and  older  not  in  the  civilian 
labor  force.   Moreover,  there  are  a  greater 
number  of  workers  which  fall  into  the  cate- 
gories "self-employed  workers"  and  "unpaid 
family  workers"  to  be  found  in  the  Township 
than  in  Tarboro  Town. 

While  it  is  important  to  note  the  num- 
ber of  people  employed,  it  is  also  of  some 
Importance  to  know  the  types  of  occupations 
in  which  these  people  customarily   find  em- 
ployment . 

The  proportions  of  the  civilian  labor 
force  engaged  in  various  professions  in 
Tarboro  Town,  Tarboro  Township  and  Edgecombe 
County:   1960,  are  summarized  in  Chart  6. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  labor  force  in 
Tarboro  Town  may  be  classified  in  the 
categories  "clerical  workers"  and  "operative, 
There  are,  as  one  might  expect,  a  few  people 
within  the  Tarboro  Town  corporate  boundaries 


PROFESSIONS  IN  THE 
LABOR   FORCE 


CHARTS-     THE    PROPORTIONS    OF  THE     CIVILIAN     LABOR    FORCE     EMPLOYED    IN    VARIOUS    OCCUPATIONS    IN 
TARBORO    TOWN,  TARBORO    TOWNSHIP    AND  EDGECOMBE      COUNTY  :    I960 


PRlTLSSlONAL 

FONi  -.-'.N 
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a    FARM 
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MANAGEfiS 

a 

WORKERS 

PROPRIETORS 

involved  in  farming  either  as  "farm  managers"  or 
"farm  laborers."   This  is  not  true  in  the  case 
either  of  Tarboro  Township  or  Edgecombe  County. 
In  both  of  these  latter  areas,  a  high  proportion 
of  those  who  work  are  involved  in  farming  either 
as  farm  managers  or  farm  laborers. 

A  relatively  high  proportion  of  the  employed 
workers  in  Tarboro  Township  may  be  described  as 
belonging  to  the   laboring  class.    This  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  occupations  of indi viduals  in 
the  Town  of  Tarboro  is  examined  in  greater  detail 
in  Chart  7,   The  Proportions  of  the  Civilian  Labor 
Force  in  Various  Professions  in  Tarboro  Town  by  Sex: 
1960.   As  one  might  expect,  there  is  to  be  found  in 
Tarboro  Town  a  large  proportion  of  those  individuals 
employed  in  the  categories  "managers,"  "laborers" 
and/or  "craftsman"  are  males.   At  the  same  time, 
females  dominate  the  professional  groups  termed 
"clerical  worker  ,"  "operative"  and  "private  household 
wor  ker .  " 


A  similar  Chart,  Chart  8,  depicts  the  labor  force 
residing  outside  of  the  Town  in  the  Township.   While 
differences  are  noted  in  Chart   7  in  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  males  and  females  in  the  labor  force  for 
each  professional  group   these  differences  are  perhaps 
explained  by  noting  that  a  significant  proportion  of 
these  workers  residing  outside  of  the  Town  boundaries 
are  the  heads  of  households  and/or  nonwhite.  Especially 
notable  here  is  the  presence  of  individuals  engaged  in 
farming  activities  of  one  sort  or  another.   These  indi- 
viduals, as  noted  in  Table  13,  are  for  the  most  part 
nonwh  i  t  e . 

An  abundance  of  nonwhite  female  residents  in  the 
Township  contributes  to  the  relatively  large  numbers 
of  individuals  to  be  found  in  the  category  "private 
household  workers."   The  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
males  are  to  be  found  in  the  category  "operatives"  in 
the  Township  (excluding  the  Town)  while  within  the  Town (Chart  7) 
there  is  a  larger  proportion  of  females   in  this  category, 
seems  to  be  a  function  of  the  location  of  the  place  of 
residence  of  married  couples  who  work  as  the  head  of  the 
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CHART  7 -THE    PROPORTIONS    OF    THE     CIVILIAN     LABOR    FORCE    IN    VARIOUS      PROFESSIONAL    GROUPS     IN 
TARBORO    TOWN      BY    SEX :    I960. 
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family  while  their  wife  remains  at  home  and/or 
nonwhite  workers  adjacent  to  the  Town  but  just  out- 
side the  Town  corporate  boundaries. 

Further  analysis  of  the  composition  of  the 
labor  force  in  Table  13  reveals  one  very  interesting 
fact.   The  unemployment  rate  for  white  workers  in  the 
Town  is  higher  than  for  the  nonwhite  workers  while  the 
unemployment  rate  for  the  nonwhite  workers  in  the  Town- 
ship is  higher   than  for  the  white  workers.   While  no 
data  is  available  to  accurately  attribute  the  incidence 
of  unemployment  in  these  areas,  one  may  surmise   here 
that  the  in-town  unemployment  is  to  be  found  mostly  in 
the  white  female  category  —  "operatives,"  while  the 
Township  unemployment  is  to  be  found  mostly    in  the  male 
nonwhite  "farming"  category.   The  Census  was  taken  on 
April  first  and  very  probably  attributed  tobacco  farmers, 
who  were  not  actively  working  at  that  time,  to  the  ranks 
of  the  unemployed.   Additionally,  while  some  mills  in 
Tarboro  Town  have  expanded,  others  have  had  to  lay  off 
wo  r ker  s  . 

Further  analysis  shows  a  typical  work  distribution 
by  race  —  relatively  large  proportions  of  white  workers 
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TABLE  13  —  THE  RACIAL  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  LABOR  FORCE  IN  TARBORO  TOWN  AND  TARBORO  TOWNSHIP:   1960 


Tarboro  Town  Tarboro  Township     (Excl.  Town) 

White  Nonwhlte  White  Nonwhite 


Total  14  Years  of  Age  and  older  4,202 

Civilian  Labor  Force  2,649 

Number  Employed  2,250 

Percent  14  years  plus  53.5 

Percent  Civilian  Labor  Force  84.9 

Unemployed  5.1 

Professional,  Technical  and 

Kindred   Workers  10.0 

Farmers  and  Farm  Managers  1.9 

Managers,  Officials,  Proprietors 

(excluding  farm  managers)  12.0 

Clerical  17.9 

Sales  9.6 

Craftsmen  18.4 

Operatives  31.5 

Private  Household  Workers  1.1 

Service  Workers  5.2 

Farm  Laborers  .  3 

Laborers  (excluding  farm  laborers)      2.7 

Not  Reported  2.8 


1,585 

928 

824 

52  .  0 

88  .  8 

1.2 


1.7 
1.9 
1.0 

8  .  9 

20  .  5 

27  .  4 

13  .  3 

2.1 

9.7 

5.0 


1  ,378 

852 

822 

59  .  7 

96  .  5 

3  .5 

5.2 

10.1 

10.1 

11.9 

8.5 

18  .  5 

19  .  2 


4.7 
2.4 
2.4 


1,517 

741 

678 

44  .  7 

91.5 

8  .  5 

6  .  6 

17  .  7 

1  .  3 

1  .  8 

4  .  4 

8  .  1 
10.2 

18  .  1 

7  .  8 
7  .  7 

11.8 
4  .  4 


Source:  Compiled  by  DCP 


hold  most  of   the  higher  status  better  paying  positions, 
while  few  nonwhite  workers  hold  such  positions.   Nonwhite 
workers  form  the  bulk  of  those  employed  in  such  group- 
ings as  "private  household  wor ker s  ,  "  "f ar mer s "  and 
"service  workers."   Many  of  the  nonwhite  workers  reside 
in  Town  near  their  place  of  work. 

Another  kind  of  comparison  of  work  activities  is 
possible.   The  foregoing  analysis  focused  on  what  kind 
of  work  people  do;  Chart  9  ,  The  Labor  Force  in  Various 
Industry  Groups  in  Tarboro  Town,   Tarboro   Township  and 
Edgecombe  County:  1960,  however  examines  for  whom  or  for 
what  kind  of  place  o  f  business   people  are  employed. 

The  outstanding  facts  that  emerge  from  this  graphic 
comparison  are  (1)  agriculture  plays  a  major  role  in  the 
economy  of  both  Edgecombe  County  and  Tarboro  Township 
while  (2)  nondurable  manufacturing,  principally  textile 
mill  production  and  apparel  fabrication,  plays  a  major 
role  in  the  economy  of  the  Town.   An  incidental  comparison 
of  the  activities  in  these  economic  areas  indicates  that 
the  proportion  of  the  labor  force  in   Edgecombe  County 
engaged  in  agricultural  production  exceeds  twice  over  the 
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INDUSTRY  GROUPS 
AND  THE  LABOR  FORCE 


CHART  9  -  THE   LABOR    FORCE    IN    VARIOUS     INDUSTRIAL     GROUPS    IN    TARBORO     TOWN.   TARBORO     TOWNSHIP      AND     EDGECOMBE     COUNTY        1960 


EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 
TARBORO  TOWNSHIP 
TARBORO    TOWN 
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state  proportion  of  the  labor  force  that  is  classified 
in  this  endeavor.    It  must  be  remembered  that  the  State 
proportion  engaged  in  an  economic  activity  represents 
a  kind  of  average  which  when  exceeded  only  slightly, 
denotes  an  economic  activity  of  some  importance.   The 
entire  county  including  the  township  is  ideally  suited 
to  similar  types  of  agricultural  production,  and  thus 
each  township  exhibits  a  high  level  of  production  of 
similar  kinds  of  crops. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  other  economic 
activity  of  sor.  e  importance  to  the  Tarboro-Edgecombe 
County  area  is  to  be  found  concentrated  in  the  Town 
—  nondurable  manufacturing,  principally  textile  mill 
products.   Edgecombe  County  shows  a  relatively  small 
proportion  of  the  labor  force  engaged  in  this  occupa- 
tional activity,  while  the  Town's  proportion  of  the 
labor  force  in  this  category  slightly  exceeds  that  of 
the  State. 

There  is  an  additional  comment  to  be  made  about 

such  comparisons.   The  State  of  North  Carolina,  in 

spite  of  an  increasing  tendency  toward  diversification, 

is  econom.  ically  heavily  dependent  on  both  agricultural 

and  textile  manufacturing.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  textile 
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manufacturing  is  the  major  industry  in  the  State  while 
agricultural  production,  specifically  the  amount  of 
tobacco  produced,  exceeds  that  of  any  other  State  in 
the  nation.   Thus,  a  slight  excess  over  the  State  pro- 
portion of  the  labor  force  involved  in  either  of  these 
areas  is  highly  significant  and  indicates  an  economic 
endeavor  of  some  importance  being  carried  on  in  the 
community.   Because  this  is  the  case,  the  following 
analysis  looks  somewhat  more  closely  at  both  textile 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  production. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  produces,  in  value  of 
shipment,  almost  one-fourth  of  all  broad  woven  cotton 
goods  in  the  United  States,  more  than  a  third  of  the 
man  made  fiber  fabrics  and  almost  ten  percent  of  all 
woolen  and  worsted  goods.   North  Carolina's  spinning 
mills  turn  out  nearly  one-half  of  all  cotton  yarn 
produced  in  this  country.   The  State's  knitting  mills 
produce  approximately  fifty  percent  of  the  nations 
entire  hosiery  output.   At  present,  there  is  something 
over  one  thousand  textile  plants  in  North  Carolina  lo- 
cated  in  approximately  seventy-six  of  the  State's 

counties  accounting  for  over  forty-five  percent  of  the 
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state's  manufacturing  work  force.   North  Carolina 
textile  employees  earn  nearly  three  quarters  of  a 
billion  dollars  annually.   This  is  almost  one-fourth 
of  the  State's  non-farming  payroll   and  five  times 
greater  than  that  of  any  othertype  of  manufacturing 
industry  in  the  State.   Edgecombe  County  shares 
strongly  in  the  State's  production  of  textile  goods. 

Most  of  the  textile  mills  located  in  Tarboro 
Township  are  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
Town  of  Tarboro.   Although  there  were  some  industries 
in  the  area  before  1900,  the  prosperous  agrarian 
economy  of  the  area  precluded  serious  thought  concerning 
industrial  growth  until  about  1957.   At  that  time,  the 
business  and  agricultural  leaders  of  the   area  took 
positive  steps  toward  promoting  growth  and   diversifi- 
cation in  this  area  of  Tarboro's  economy.   Furthermore, 
rapid  farm  mechanization  and  modernization  forced  surplus 
farm  labor  from  the  nearby  rural  farming  areas  into  Tarboro. 
This  trend  together  with  an  increasing  town  population 
created  employment  problems.   New  industry  had  to  be 
brought  in  to  supplement  the  older  es t abl i shmen ts al r eady 

i  n  Tarboro  . 
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Of  those  manufacturing  industries  which  are  presently 
located  in  Tarboro,  almost  thirty  percent  m.ay  be  classified 
as  Textile  or  Apparel  Fabricating  Industries.   Over  fifty 
percent  of  Tarboro's  work  force  is  engaged  in  one  capacity 
or  another  in  the  manufacture  of  textiles  or  textile  pro- 
ducts.  The  importance  of  the  textile  industry  to  Tarboro, 
at  this  time,   cannot  be  overstated. 


Today  textile  production  is  of  great  importance  and 

has  registered  a  significant  increase  in  the  dollar  value 

of  goods  produced  over  the  last  two  decades,  (see  Table  15) 

This  has  been  particularly  true  in  North  Carolina.   However 

while  many  see  increasing  sales  and  production  in  North 

Carolina  textile  manufacture,  others  see  a  decline  in 

national  textile  markets.   Advantages  of  raw  material  costs, 

wage  rates,  and  plant  efficiency  in  this  area   led  to  an 

upward  trend  in  textile  mill  production  through  the  1940's 

and  textile  apparel  fabrication  in  the  1950's.    It  is  less 

obvious,  especially  in  North  Carolina,  that  nationally  in 

the  last  ten  years,  production  and  sales  in  the  textile 

industry  have  declined  (by  over  twenty  percent)  while  the 

industry  in  North  Carolina  and  in  Edgecom.be  County  has 

experienced  rapid  increases  (see  Tables  14  and  15) .   The 
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TABLE     14     --    NUMBER    OF     WORKERS     EMPLOYED     IN    TEXTILE    MANUFACTURING     IN    THE     NATION,     STATE,     EDGECOMBE     COUNTY 
AND    TARBORO    TOWN     AND    TOWNSHIP     FOR     SELECTED     PERIODS 


Nation  1,166,470  2.6  1,227,525  2.2  954,036  1.5  -22.3  -18.2 

N.    C.     State  189,979  15.8  215,008  14.7  221,726  13.8  3.1  16.7 

Edgecombe    County  845  5.2  1,224  6.7  1,247  6.9  1.5  47.6 

Tarboro    Town                                               19.7                               

Tarboro    Township                                    5.8                               


Source:    Compiled    by    DCP 


TABLE     15     --     NUMBER     OF     PEOPLE     INVOLVED     IN    TEXTILE    MANUFACTURING     IN     EDGECOMBE     COUNTY 

1940     to     1950 


Textile    Mill    Manufacturing       845  1,224  44.8  1,247  1.8 

Apparel    Manufacturing  6  7  16.6  55  68.6 


Source:     Compiled    by    DCP     from     1960    Census     da 


expansion  of  textile  production  has  occurred  somewhat 
later  in  the  State  and   in  the  County  than  in  the  nation. 
However,  the  declines  that  have  occurred  in  the  national 
markets  are  perhaps  yet  ahead  in  North  Carolina's  future, 

While  past  data  are  not  available  for  either  the 
Town  or  the  Township  and  thus  one  cannot  speak  in  terms 
of  trends  in  these  areas,  the  present  significantly  high 
levels  of  employment  in  textile  production  would  seem  to 
imply  that  these  areas  have  followed  State  trends.   Tex- 
tile production  seems  to  have  more  recently  arrived  to 
a  major  economic  role  in  the  County,  Township,  and  Town 
than  in  the  nation.   According  to  the  1958  Census  of 
Manufacturers,  there  are  four  plants  actively  engaged 
in  textile  production  in  Edgecombe  County  that  employ 
in  excess  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  employees 
each  . 


Interviews  with  local  industry  leaders  supplemented 
by  information  secured  from  other  sources  in  the  Tarboro- 
Edgecombe  County  area  reveal    that  there  are  approximately 
twelve  hundred  people  involved  in  textile  manufacturing  in 
the  Tarboro  area.   Moreover,  while  competition  and  modern- 
ization have  forced  Burlington  Industries  (the  old  Hart 
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Cotton  Mill)  to  decrease  its  work  force  over  recent  years, 
other  firms  (for  example  the  relatively  recent  arrival, 
Glenoit  Mill,  Inc.)  have  by  increasing  production,  the 
size  of  their  plant  facility  and  their  work  force,  "taken 
up  the  slack"  so  to  speak.   The  result  is  that  increasing 
numbers  of   workers  are  receiving  their  livelihood  from 
textile  manufacturing  in  the  Tarboro  area. 

Another  primary  source  of  income  for  the  Edgecombe 
County  -  Tarboro  area  is  to  be  found  in  the  cultivation 
of  agricultural  products.   The  term  "primary  economic 
activity"  may  be  used  to  refer  to  both  agricultural  pro- 
duction and  textile  manufacturing  as  these  activities 
bring  money  into  the  Edgecombe  County-Tar boro  area  and 
do  not  merely  circulate  that  money  already  in  the  com- 
munity . 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  ranked  fourth  among 

all  of  the  States  in  the  nation  in  the  value  of  farm 

products  produced,  while  Edgecombe  County  ranked  tenth 

among  the  one  hundred  counties  of  the  State  in  1958  in 

the  production  of  agricultural  products.   Total  cash 

farm  income,  including  government  payments  received  by 

State  of  North  Carolina  farmers  during  1959,  amounted 

-  58  - 


AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION 


to  over  $978,936,000.00   --  a  drop  of  sixty-five  million 
dollars  or  about  six  percent  from  the  $1,043,720,000 
received  in  1958.   This  loss  in  farm  produce  receipts 
was  due  to  declining  sales  of  both  crops  and  livestock. 

While  cash  receipts  for  North  Carolina  agricultural 
products  showed  a  decline  from  1958-59,  cash  receipts 
for  Edgecombe  County  farm  products  sold  increased  slightly 
by  more  than  eight  percent.   Variations  have  occurred  in 
the  cash  value  received  for  sales  of  crops.    Soybeans, 
peanuts  and  wheat  sales  increased,  while  receipts  for 
corn,  cotton  and  oats  declined.   The  cash  value  of  live- 
stock and  livestock  products  also  dropped  over  this 
period  . 

Although  Tarboro  Township  shares  in  the  agricultural 
wealth  of  Edgecombe  County,  no  data  are  at  present  available 
to  indicate  to  what  extent.   However,  in  1957  Edgecombe 
County  ranked  ninth  among  the  one  hundred  counties  of 
North  Carolina  in  dollar  value  of  sales  of  agricultural 
products;  in  1958  and  1959  the  County  ranked  tenth  and  by 
1960   Edgecombe  County  had  dropped  to  eleventh.   Evidently 
other  counties  are  intensifying  their  endeavor  in  the  pro- 
duction of  farm  products. 
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TABLE  16  --  NUMBER  OF  HOGS  PRODUCED  IN  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY  FROM  1053 


1,119,000       1,276,000 


1,314,000 


1 , 406, 000 


1,490 ,000 


Edgecombe    County  26,720 

Edgecombe    County  '  s 
Share    of    State 
Production  (  in    percent)  2.2 

Source:       Compiled    by    DCP 


291,000  327,000 

26, 470  29 , 470 


312,  500 

28 , 440 


312,000         332,000         360,000 
28 ,600  30 , 500  33  ,000 


TABLE  17  --  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY:    196 


Pulpwood  fc  Lumbe 
Soybeans 


f 13 , 492, 061 

2, 860 , 500 

2,781, 562 

1 ,250, 000 

904, 176 


614,681,0  00 
2, 598 , 450 
2, 699 ,760 
1,575 ,000 
1,945,350 


-10.  1 

-30.  3 

+  26  .  0 

+115.1 


iiplled    by    DCP 


Rigid  Federal  controls  on  the  acreage  of  the 
major  crops  grown  In  Edgecombe  County  do  not  permit 
significant  acreage   expansion  of  some  crops.   Thus, 
agricultural  income  is  limited.    Increased  emphasis 
is  being  put  upon  other  products,  principally  live- 
stock.  The  production  of  hogs  is  becoming  Increas- 
ingly important  (see  Table  16).    In  order  to  handle 
the  large  volume  of  livestock  products  coming  out 
of  this  area,  a  new  packing  house  has  opened  just 
across  the  Edgecombe  County  line  in  Wilson  County. 
Sales  of  livestock  and  livestock  products  have  ranked 
this  agricultural  endeavor  third  in  the  dollar  value 
of  sales  in  the  County  (see  Table  17).   While  some 
fluctuation  is  to  be  noted,  the  trend  in  livestock 
production  seems  to  be  upward. J^/ 

Edgecombe  County  in  1959  obtained  a  two  and  three 

tenths  percent  share  of  all  of  the  farm  products  sold 

in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.   Of  all  crops  sold  in 

North  Carolina,  Edgecombe  County  produced  2.9%  of 

those  crops  sold  and  classified  as  "field  crops,"  and 

smaller  amounts  of  "vegetables  "   and  "fruits  and  nuts" 
1^/    Although  a  decline  has  been  recorded  for  the   last 
year  available  (1959)  the  trend  in  livestock  production 
in  general  has  been  toward  increased  sales.   The  county's 
share  of  the  State's  market  has  remained  amazingly  stable. 
The  entire  State  is  thus  diversifying  and  producing  more 
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TABLE  18  --  THE  CASH  VALUE  OF  FARM  PRODUCTS  SOLD  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY;   1954  to  1959 
■  "^  "  Edgecombe  County 


1954  to  1959 


Edgeoo 

Prop. 

1954 


ibe  Co  . 

)f  State 
1959 


All  Farm  Produ 


All  Crops  Sold 

Field  Crops  Other 
Than  Vegetables  a 
Fruits  and  Nuts 

Vegetables 

Fruits  and  Nuts 

Forest  Products 
Horticultural  and 
Specialty  Product 


306,013,573      568,667,482       18,598,751      15,877,463 


575 , 550, 054  528 , 495 , 
8 ,837 ,132  8,475, 
7,115,552         7,317, 


13 ,509 ,935       24 ,378 ,849 


127,445,972      228,546,073 


52  ,  438  387 , 550 

1 , 332 , 069       2, 626 , 557 


+   2.7 
-  17.1 


.8 

,  522  , 

,  125 

15 

,  470  , 

,  408 

-  19  . 

7 

15  , 

,  335 

16, 

,329 

+   5. 

5 

8  , 

,853 

3  , 

,  175 

-178  , 

7 

Dairy  Produc 


Live 


:k  and 
Livestock  Products 
(other  than  poultry 
and  dairy  products) 

Durce:  Compiled  by  DCP . 


47,518,033       99,387,098 
35 , 952 , 487       49 , 575,811 

43,975,452       79,482,164 


75 , 887         194 , 685 
318 , 488         776,090 

937,594  1,655,882 


H56  .  8 
H43  .  7 


(  see  Table  18)   Of  all  livestock  sales  in  the  State, 
Edgecombe  County  acquired  in  1959  a  1.1%  share 
of  the  total  amount  of  livestock  sales  in  North 
Carolina  and  a  somewhat  smaller  share  of  the 
sales  of  poultry  and  dairy  products. 

General  declines  occurred  in  the  County's 
share  of  agricultural  sales  over  the  period 
1954  to  1959.   This  decline  in  agricultural  sales 
have  been  especially  noticeable  in  the  case  of 
"field  crops."   The  dollar  value  of  sales  in  this 
category  has  declined  over  the  period  1954  to  1959 
to  a  greater  extent  than  the  sales  of  crops  in  any 
other  category  with  the  exception  of  the  category 
"fruits  and  nuts"  (see  Table  18,  The  Cash  Value  of 
Farm  Products).   This  implies  that  other  counties 
have   increased  their  share  of  the  State's  sales 
in  this  category  at  the  expense  of  Edgecombe  County. 

The  average  value  of  farm  products  produced  in 
Edgecombe  County  per  farm  exceeds  the  State  average 
value  of  farm  products  produced  per  farm  by  over 
$2,611.   This  is  in  large  part,  a  result  of  the  in- 
tensive cultivation  and  sale  of  tobacco  in  Edgecombe 
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The  average  farm  size  in  Edgecombe  County  exceeds 
the  average  farm  size  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
by  over  thirteen  acres.    Farms  in  Edgecombe  County 
have  increased  in  average  size  from  72.8  acres  in 
1954  to  96.0  acres  in  1958.   At  the  same  time  the 
number  of  farm  operators  has  decreased.   Thus,  farms 
are  becoming  fewer  but  larger.   The  "marginal  farmer" 
is  slowly  being  forced  out.   While  this  in  general 
seems  to  be  true,  the  largest  proportion  of  the 
farms  in  the  area  are  still  tenant  operated.   More- 
over, while  there  are  more  nonwhite   tenants  (91.4%  of 
all  nonwhite  farm  operators  are  tenants)    than  there 
are  white  tenants,  over  half  of  the  white  farm  operators 
in  Edgecombe  County  are  tenant  farmers. 

Most  Edgecombe  County  farms  are  engaged  in  the 

production  of  field  crops  (approximately  68%  of  the 

total  number  of  farms  in  Edgecombe  County  produce  field 

crops).    It  has  been  noted  previously  (see  Table  18  ) 

that   field  crop   sales  have  declined  over  the  past 

years.   However,  the  sales  of  one  field  crop,  tobacco, 

while  it  has  declined  in  volume  of  sales,  continues  to 

rank  as  the  most  valuable  crop  in  the  Edgecombe  County 
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area.   Tobacco  is  grown  on  over  ninety  percent  of 
the  farms  which  produce  field  crops  and  over  sixty 
percent  of  all  of  the  farms  in  Edgecombe  County. 
(see  Table  19  and  Table  33  in  the  Appendix).   On 
the  other  hand  Edgecombe  County's  plant  crop  has 
a  proportionately  larger  share  of  the  State  market 
than  does  Edgecombe  County's  tobacco  crop.   Thus, 
while  tobacco  brings  a  larger  amount  of  money  into 
the  County,  there  are  more  peanuts  spld  by  the 
farmers  in  Edgecombe  County  than  in  any  other  county 
in  the  State . 

Other  crops  important  to  the  economy  because 
of  a  large  dollar  volume  of  sales  (as  may  be  noted 
in  Table  20,       Importance  of  Crops  Produced  in 
Edgecombe  County  in  1959)  include  peanuts,  corn,  cotton 
(see  Table  34, Cotton  Ginned  in  Edgecombe  County,  in 
the  Appendix)  and  soybeans.   Over  the  past  three 
years   corn  and  soybeans  have  become  increasingly  im- 
portant to  the  economy  of  Edgecombe  County.   There 
has  been  an  increase  of  almost  thirty  percent  in  the 
number  of  acres  of  corn  harvested,  while  the  number  of 
acres  of  soybeans  harvested  has  increased  by  twenty-seven 

percent  over  the  last  three  years. 
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TABLE  19  --  FARMING  BY  TYPE  OF  FARM  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 

1954  and  1959 


State  of 

North  Ca  roll na 

1954 


Edgecombe     Edgecombe 
County    County  As  a  ■? 
1954      of  the  State 
of  N .  C . 


State  Edgecombe    Edgecombe 

of  County  County  As  a  "l 

N.  C.      1959  oftheState 
1959  of  N .  C  . 


Number  of  Farm  Operators 
Working  Off  Farms 

Farms  by  Type  of  Farm 

Field  Crop  Farms  (other 
than  Vegetable,  Fruit 
and  Nut  Farms ) 

Ca  sh  Grain 
Tobacc  o 
Cotton 
Other  Field 
Crop  Farms 

Vegetable  Farms 

Fruit  &  Nut  Farms 

P  ou Itry  Farms 

Da  iry  Farms 

Livestock  Farms 

General  &  Miscellaneous 
Farms 


267,90  6 
110,866 


3  ,  725 
766 


1  .  20 

190  , 

,511 

2,726 

1  .43 

0  .  69 

79  , 

,  753 

874 

1.10 

148  ,  668 

3  ,237 

2  .  20 

88  , 

,  599 

1  ,852 

2  .  09 

4  ,858 

44 

0  .90 

3  , 

,  509 

31 

0  .88 

* 

+ 

* 

77  , 

,  731 

1  ,711 

2.  20 

15  ,351 

8 

0.  05 

4  , 

,  842 

25 

0  .  52 

128 ,459* 

3 , 194* 

2.  50 

2, 

,  517 

85 

3.37 

970 



663 

5 

0.75 

794 



588 



6,  692 

10 

0.  14 

6: 

,208 

10 

0  .  16 

6  ,200 

27 

0.  43 

4  , 

,492 

29 

.  65 

6  ,  898 

63 

0.  91 

7  , 

,040 

107 

1  .  5 

97  ,  771 

388 

0.39 

82, 

,  921 

720 

0  .  80 

*  Tobacco  was  not  tabulated  separately  for  1954,  thus  appears  in  the  category  "other." 
Source:   Compiled  by  DCP  . 


TABLE  20 


IMPORTANCE  OF  CROPS  PRODUCED  IN  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY  IN  1959 


Crop 


Absolute  Dollar 
Value 


Rank  of  Absolute 
Dollar  Value 


Percent  Share  of 
State  Mar  ke t 


Peanut  s 

Cotton 

S  oy beans 

Sweet  Potatoes 

Tobacco  Type  11 

Corn 

Oats 

Hay 

Wheat 

Irish  Potatoes 


$2 , 710 , 000 

1  ,  947 , 000 

831 ,000 

319 , 000 

11,554,  000 

2  ,  503  ,  000 

101 ,000 

374 , 000 

174 ,000 

29,600 


(7.9) 

1 

(4.3) 

2 

(4.0) 

3 

(2.9) 

4 

(2.8) 

5 

(2.3) 

6 

(1.7) 

7 

(1.4) 

8 

(1.2) 

9 

(0.5) 

10 

Source:   Compiled  by  DCP  . 


Indication  of  the  importance  of  a  given  crop  to  the 
economy  of  an  area  rests  on  the  income  resulting  from  the 
production  of  the  crops  and  also  on  the  number  of  acres 
allocated  to  the  production  of  the  crop.   The  best  indi- 
cation of  the  importance  of  a  given  crop  to  the  economy 
of  an  area  is  not  in  all  cases  the  number  of  acres  alloted 
to  the  cro  p.  Moreover,  the  number  of  acres  alloted  to  a 
given  crop  gives  only  a  notion  that  the  crop  is  grown 
in  relative  abundance  in  the  area.   However,  this  is  not 
insignificant  data.   Tarboro  Township  ranks  first  in  the 
amount  of  corn  grown  in  Edgecombe  County  and  ranks  very 
high  in  the  amounts  of  peanuts,  oats,  and  soybeans  threshed. J^/ 
If  industries  utilizing  these  products  chose  to  locate  near 
Tarboro  Town,  a  ready  supply   of  raw  materials  would  be 
a va liable. 


_1/  The  ranks  of  various  fram  products  for  each  Township  in 
the  County  are  to  be  found  in  Table  32  in  the  Appendix. 


Tarboro's  retail  trade  area  has  been  determined 
by  the  use  of  Reilly's  Law  ._1/   This  mathematical  for- 
mula is  an  accepted  method  of  obtaining  a  very  generalized 
picture  of  the  shopper  tendencies  in  the  area  surround- 
ing an  urban  center.    Within   the  shaded  area  of  Chart 
10   most  shoppers  come  to  Tarboro  for  most  kinds  of  goods. 
However,  such  a  generalized  statement  is  subject  to  cer- 
tain qualifications.   When  one  considers  the  convenience 
attached  to  shopping  for  some  items  in  the  smaller  local 
communities  and  the  larger  selections  of  goods  offered 
the   shopper  who  goes  to  Rocky  Mount,  Wilson,  Greenville, 
or  in  some  cases  Williamston,  it  is  obvious  that  such  a 
broad  statement  as  has  been  made  regarding  "most  shoppers 
for  most  purchases"  must  be  qualified. 

Estimates  made  on  the  basis  of  information  provided 

in  Sales  Management's  SURVEY  OF  BUYING  POWER  (May,  1961) 

indicate   that  there  are  almost  five  thousand  consumer 

spending  units  with  a  total  effective  buying  income  of 

over  $23,500,000  in  the  Tarboro  Retail  Trade  Area.   This 

represents  an  effective  buying   income  of  $1,553  per 
\_/    Reilly's  Law  is  a  mathematical  formulation  of  the  re- 
lationship of  population  and  the  area  from  which 
shoppers  may  be  expected.  Thus,  with  the  populations 
of  Tarboro  and  the  Towns  surrounding  Tarboro  as  "known 
factors"  the  retail  trade  area  may  be  delimited. 
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TARBORO  MARKETING 
AREA 


TARBORO      RETAIL      TRADING       AREA 


capita  or  $6,522  per  hou s eho Id .2/ 

The  statistical  data  available  for  evaluating 
retail  sales  trends  in  the  Tarboro  area  present   a 
confusing  picture.   Table  21  presents  data  which 
have  been  compiled  from  the  most  recent  Census  of 
Business  publications.   Note  that  Rocky  Mount  and 
Tarboro  both  show  declines  in  the  "number  of  estab- 
lishments" over  the  period  1954  to  1958.   Both 
Rocky  Mount  and  Tarboro  show  an  increased  amount 
of  annual  payroll  for  this  period,  but  in  both 
the  amount  of  retail  sales   and  in  the  number  of 
employees  working  in  retail  establishments,  Rocky 
Mount  shows  substantial  recent  increases. 

There  is  a  substantial  decline  in  the  number 

of  retail  sales  workers  in  Tarboro.   Sufficient 

data  are  not  available  to  explain   these  trends. 

However,  one  must  consider  the  increases  in  the 

number  of  establishments,  annual  payroll,  dollar 

value  of  retail  sales  and  the  number  of  employees 

shown  by  Edgecombe  County  (excluding  Tarboro  and 

_2/  For  purposes  of  comparison  the  effective  buying 
income  of  Rocky  Mount  is  $1,686  per  capita  while 
the  per  household  effective  buying  income  is  esti- 
mated to  be  $6,039.   These  difference   are  almost 
certainly  the  result  of  the  difference  in  family 
size  —  about  4.2  persons  per  household  in  Tarboro 
and  3.6  persons  per  household  in  Rocky  Mount. 


RETAIL  SALES 


and  Rocky  Mount).   The  increased  dollar  value  of 
sales  (20.3%)  in  the  County  (see  Table  21)  leads 
one  to  suspect  that  retail  establishments  are 
proliferating  into  the  County  while  Rocky  Mount 
and  Tarboro  have,  due  to  increased  competition, 
consolidated  and  slightly  decreased  in  number. 
The  number  of  workers  employed  In  retail  establish- 
ments has  decreased  due  to  modernization  and  the 
trend  toward  "superstore"  type  self-service. 

Wholesale  operations  in  Tarboro  are  increasing 
(see  Table  22).   The  number  of  establishments, 
annual  payroll,  volume  of  sales  and  the  number  of 
employees  have  all  increased.   On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  obvious  from  Table  22  that  these  increases 
over  the  period  1954  to  1958  have  not  been  reflected 
in  increasing  wholesaling  sales  in  the  Town  of 
Tarboro.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  wholesale  sales  have 
decreased  by  33.6%  in  Tarboro   while  increasing  by 
31.7%  in  Rocky  Mount.   Further  analysis  reveals 
that  the  major  portion  of  this  increase  occurred 
in  that  part  of  Rocky  Mount  which  is  located  in 

Edgecombe  County    Thus,  the  conclusion  follows: 
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TABLE  21  --  RETAIL  TRADE:  ESTABLISHMENTS,  PAYROLL  AND  P  ER  SONNEL  ;,  1 9  5  4- 1 958 


Edgecombe 
County 


R ocky  Mount 
(Part) 


Remai  nder 
Of  County 


Number  of  Establishments 
1954 
I     1958 

I nc  rease 

1954  to  1958 


221 

208 


130 

110 


127 
197 


-♦•70 


Annual  Payroll 
(In  $1  ,000) 
1954 
1958 


3,514 
3  ,  945 


1,894 
2,  158 


1  ,332 
1  ,389 


288 
398 


I nc  r  ea  se 

1954  to  195f 


+  57 


Retail  Sales 
(In  $1  ,000) 
1954 
I     1958 

I nc  r eas  e 

1954  to  195? 


38  ,760 
39,442 


19  ,089 
17  ,754 


14  ,  041 
12,914 


5  ,630 

6,  774 


Number  of  Employees 

1954 
I     1958 


1  ,  507 
1  ,  658 


798 
861 


603 
570 


166 

227 


Increase 

1954  to  195f 


Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Business:  1958.  Retail  Trade. 


TABLE  22 


WHOLESALE  TRADE:  ESTABLISHMENTS,  PAYROLL,  AND  P ERSONA L : 19 54- 1 9 5 J 


Ed  gee  ombe 
County 


Rocky  Mount 
(Part ) 


Rema  i  nd  e  r 
Of  County 


Number  of  Establishments 
1954 
I      1958 

Increase  (In  $1,000) 

Annual  Payroll 
(  In  $1,000) 
1953 
I      1957 

Increase  (In  $1,000) 

Wholesale  Sales 
(In  $1,000) 
1954 
I      1958 


Increase  (In  $1,000) 

Number  of  Employees 
1954 
I      1958 

Increase  (In  $1,000 


68 

76 


1,632 
1,710 


45  ,828 
52, 255 


679 
617 


37 
41 


1  ,175 
1  ,  144 


23 

317 

34 

017 

10 

700 

417 

328 

17 
23 


243 
405 


14 
12 


214 

161 


12  ,  734 

9  ,  723 

12,893 

5,345 

+  159 

-4,378 

186 

76 

220 

69 

-89 


Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Business;  1958.  Wholesale  Trade 


Tarboro  did  not,  over  the  period  of  1954  to  1958, 
maintain  its  share  of  the  area's  wholesale  sales. 

Little  data  are  available  from  standard 
statistical  sources  on  place  of  work.   And  of 
course,  many  workers,  especially  those  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  do  little  traveling 
to  or  from  their  place  of  work.    It  can  be  stated, 
however,  that  of  the  17,439  workers  who  reside  in 
Edgecombe  County,  some  13,701  workers  are  employed 
in  Edgecombe  County.   Thus,  there  are  about  3,030 
workers  who  reside  in  Edgecombe  County  but  who 
work  outside  of  the  County. _1/  Approximately  2,048 
workers  come  into  Edgecombe  County  from  other  near- 
by areas  and  are  gainfully  employed  in  the  Edgecombe 
County  -  Tarboro  area.   About  eighty-eight  percent 
of  these  workers  from  other  counties  come  from  Nash 
County.   While  some  of  these  workers  probably  do 
come  as  far  as  Tarboro,  many  are  probably  employed 
in  Rocky  Mount,    (see  Table  23) 


J^/  The  place  of  work  of  492  workers  is  not  known. 

Additionally  216  workers  work  in  other  than  nearby 
counties.   The  cpunty  in  which  these  workers  obtain 
employment  was  not  reported  in  the  special  Census 


WORKER 
MOB  I LITY 


data  from  which  this  information  was  derived. 
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TABLE  23  --  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  WORKERS  IN  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY  BY  COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE  _!/ 


County 


Number  of  Workers   Who  Go  Out 
Of  Edgecombe  County  to  Work 

In  These  Counties 


Number  of  Workers  Who  Work 

In  Edgecombe  County 
Who  Come  from  These  Counties 


Bertie 

F  rankl in 

Ha  1 i  fax 

Johns  on 

Lenoir 

Mar  tin 

Nash 

N  o  r  t  hamp t  on 

Pitt 

Wake 

Wayne 

Wilson 


8 

15 

2,661 

108 

37 

4 

124 


4 

13 

142 

12 

16 


51 
193 


Sub to  t a  1 
Edgecombe  County 


3  ,  030 
13  ^7  01 


2  ,  048 
13 . 701 


TOTAL 


16,731 


15 , 749 


Source:    Special  reports  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

_1/  The  Place  of  Work  of  492  workers  is  not  given.   Additionally  216  workers  work  in  other  than 
nearby  counties.   The  counties  in  which  these  workers  obtain  employment  is  not  reported  above- 


One  cannot  fail  to  note  here  that  the  economies 
of  adjacent  counties  are  dependently  related  to  one 
another.   Not  only  do  workers  cross  political  boundaries 
indiscriminately  but  shoppers  also  cross  political  bound- 
aries.  One  worker  employed  in  industry  means  employment 
for  seven  other  people  in  secondary  service  type  occupa- 
tions.  As  an  area  becomes  a  focal  point  for  employment, 
it  also  becomes  a  focal  point  of  population.    It  has  been 
previously  asserted  that  the  population  and  the  economy 
of  any  given  area  are  dependently  related.    In  completing 
the  picture,  it  must  be  stated  not  only  that  the  economies 
of  adjacent  areas  are  related  but  that  the  populations  are 
related.   This  relation  is  made  clear   as  one  gains  some 
idea  of  the  movements  of  people  into  and  out  of  an  area 
for  work  and  shopping. 

While  the  mobility  of  workers  facilitated  by  the 
automobile  randomly  swells  the  work  force  of  a  given 
area,  there  is  another  kind  of  increment  to  the  work 
force  which  is  of  a  more  regular  nature.    Each  year, 
according  to  the  most  recent  estimate  furnished  by  the 
Employment  Security   Commission  of  North  Carolina,  six 
hundred  and  fifty  high  school  students  enter  the  labor 

market  within  an  area  having  a  radius  of  twenty-five 
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road  miles  from  Tarboro.   Considering  this  addition 
to  the  work  force,  there  is  currently  available  and 
unemployed  some  three  thousand  workers  in  the  Tarboro 
area.    (See  Chart  of  Tarboro  Area,  Chart  11) . 


Chart  II.   The  Potential  Labor  Market  of  the  City  of  Tarboro 


Emp loyment  Security  Commission 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 


Thus  the  available  labor  supply  of  Tarboro,  con- 
sidering the  tendency  toward  worker  mobility  and  the 
annual  addition  of  high  school  students  to  the  work 
force  represents  a  sizable  resource  —  man  power  — 
in  the  Tarboro  area. 

The  distribution  of  available  workers  by  race 
and  sex  is  shown  in  Table  24.   The  outstanding  fact 
to  be  noted  here  is  the  small  number  of  skilled  worker  s 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  very  large  number  of  workers 
who  are  "trainable"  for  jobs   calling  tnr     the  devel- 
opment of  skills. 

It  is  estimated  that  of  those  workers  who  are  ex- 
perienced and  potentially  available  for  employment  at 
the  present  time,  those  workers  who  are  skilled  or 
semiskilled    in  textile  manufacturing  constitute  the 
largest  proportion  of  the  available  skilled  work  force 
( see  Table  25) . 


TABLE  24 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  AVAILABLE  WORKERS  BY  CHARACTERISTICS 


Characteristics 


Total  Estimate  of 

Available  Workers  1/ 


Skilled 
Semiskilled 


Trainable  for  Production  Jobs 
Demanding  Skill  Development 


3  ,310 
210 
670 

2  .  430 


840 

70 

160 


1  ,  040 
105 
225 

710 


675 

755 

30 

5 

160 

125 

Source:  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina 


TABLE  25 


EXPERIENCED  WORKERS  BY  INDUSTRY 


Industry 


Numbe  r  of 
skilled  workers 


Number  of 
Semiskilled  Workers 


Machinery  -  Electrical  and  Nonelectrical 

Textile 

Lumber  and  Wood 


25 

100 

15 


60 
175 
150 


Source:    Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina 


V  conclusion 


The  planning  of  any  area  is  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  who  live,  work,  or  do  business  there. 
Obviously,  then,  people  are  the  basis  for  planning 
and  an  important  thing  to  know  is:   How  many  people 
will  there  be  and  where  will  they  live,  work,  and  do 
business?   Schools,  roads,  business  centers,  places 
of  employment  --  all  must  be  located  where  they  will 
most  efficiently  and  effectively  serve  the  needs  of 
the  people . 

If  people  are  the  basis  for  planning,  then  the 
economy  of  an  area  might  well  be  the  basis  for  the 
presence  of  people,  especially  in  terms  of  amounts 
of  people.   Therefore,  in  considering  the  economy 
of  an  area  in  relationship  to  people  and  planning, 
two  aspects  are  of  major  importance.   First,  if  the 
overall  nature  of  the  economy  is  such  as  to  result  in 
expansion,  then  the  community  will  probably  grow. 
In  this  way,  the  nature  of  the  economy  helps  in 
anticipating  the  probable  extent  of  urban  growth. 
Secondly,  the  kinds  of  economy  and  their  relationship 
to  the  total  community  economy  will  affect  the  way 
in  which  future  land  use  patterns  should  best  be 
ar  ranged .  „ , 


Since  incorporation  in  1960  and  actually  prior  to 
that  time,  hundredsof  decisions  have  been  made  which 
have  affected  the  character  of  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Tarboro.   Undoubtedly,  the  most  dynamic  effects 
have  resulted  from  decisions  made  locally.   Some  of 
these  decisions  which  have  molded  Tarboro  have  proven 
to  not  have  been  in  the  best  interest  of  the  community 
Fortunately,  however,  as  evidenced  today,  the  majority 
of  the  decisions  have  been  conceived  with  forethought 
and  executed  with  order  leaving  results  beneficial  for 
Tarboro.   But  what  of  the  years  ahead?   Will  the  deci- 
sions of  today  and  those  of  tomorrow  prove  beneficial 
for  the  community,  or  will  they  lack  vision  and  direction 
and  be  destined  to  yield  a  less  desirable  environment? 
There  are  two  approaches. 

As  the  community  grows  through  population  increase 
and  development  of  the  economy  and  becomes  more  complex, 
the  processes  of  coordinating  and  directing  this  growth 
and  development  becomes  more  complex.   We  could  leave 
this  process  to  chance.   This  choice  is  called  "taking- 
it  -as  -i  t  -c  oraes  .  "   We  could  watch  as  new  subdivisions 
spring  up  in  he  1 1 e r -she  1 1 e r  fashion,  each  demanding  ex- 
tensions of  public  utilities;  we  could  stare  in  awe  as 
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new  buildings  are  constructed  without  the  provision  of 
parking  areas;  we  could  stand  aside  as  once  respectable 
residential  neighborhoods  are  destroyed  by  the  invasion 
of  commercial  and  industrial  uses;  we  could  turn  our 
backs  as  obsolete  housing  becomes  crowded  with  families 
who  have  no  other  choice;  we  could  view  the  pandemonium 
as  choice  industrial  sites  go  up  for  grabs  to  residen- 
tial, commercial,  or  industrial  development  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis;  we  could  squint  our  eyes  as 
development  spreads  carelessly  even  into  areas  subject 
to  flooding;  we  could  grit  our  teeth  as  automobile 
traffic  doubles,  triples  and  even  quadrouples  on  streets 
already  operating  at  full  capacity;  we  could  take  a 
last  look  and  a  last  breath  of  fresh  air  as  we  pull  the 
blinds  and  seek  whatever  livability  remains  in  our  air- 
conditioned  family  roOms . 

There  is,  fortunately,  another  choice.   We  can 
preserve  order  and  livability  amid  growth  and  change. 
We  can  plan  for  a  better  community  than  we  have  today. 
We  can  create  livable  residential  neighborhoods  with 
adequate  space  for  both  schools  and  recreation  for 

all  members  of  the  community;  we  can  preserve  open 
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space  throughout  the  subdivided   land  scape;  we  can 
renew  and  conserve  blighted  and  deteriorating  neigh- 
borhoods; we  can  prevent  overcrowding  of  land  and 
buildings;  we  can  give  direction  and  definition  to 
the  pattern  of  growth  and  change;  we  can  establish 
land  in  appropriate  locations  for  future  needs  of 
industrial,  business  and  residential  development; 
we  can  develop  a  system  of  major  thoroughfares 
that  will  efficiently  serve  the  pattern  of  land 
development.   These  are  goals  of  planning. 

Planning  is  based  upon  the  simple  premise 
that  to  give  direction  to  the  growth  and  development 
that  will  shape  Tarboro's  future  makes  more  sense 
than  to  run  the  risk  of  hodge-podge  development  that 
could  premanently  scar  the  face  of  the  community 
and  its  surrounding  landscape.   What  are  the  premises 
upon  which  future  development  will  occur  in  Tarboro? 
What  are  the  prospects  for  the  future. 

From  the  investigation  of  the  population  and 

economy   data  it  is  apparent  that  if  Tarboro  grows  in 

the  future  as  it  has  in  times  past,  Tarboro  will  not 

experience  tremendous  growth  in  the  foreseeable  future. 
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On  the  contrary,  based  upon  past  trends  the  Tarboro 
area  will  suffer  some  loss  in  population.   However^ 
in  light  of  recent  successful  efforts  toward  increased 
industrialization  in  the  Tarboro  area  and  the  expressed 
desire  of  the  citizens  of  Tarboro  to  create  a  better, 
more  attractive  place  in  which  to  live,  work,  and  play. 
It  is  also  apparent  that  Tarboro  does  not  intend  to 
stand  still. 

Of  the  six  largest  manufacturing  firms  in  the 
planning  area,  two  have  located  in  the  area  since 
1959  and  account  for  twenty-six  percent  of  the  manu- 
facturing employment  in  the  planning  area.   Another 
firm  which  placed  a  pilot  operation  in  Tarboro  is 
now  planning  to  open  a  permanent  operation  which  will 
eventually  employ  over  175  persons.    In  addition,  major 
improvements  have  been  in  some  of  the  older,  establish- 
ed industries  during  the  period.   Furthermore,  as  the 
population  and  economic  data  show,  a  potential  for 
gr  owt h  exi  s t  s  . 

There  is  within  the  Tarboro  area,  as  in  some  other 

places,  a  certain  vitality  and  willingness  among  the 

citizenry  to  join  efforts  in  promoting  the  Tarboro  area 

-  85  - 


as  a  desirable  community  in  which  to  live.   This 
is  evident  in  their  choice  of  leadership  and  in 

their  past  accomplishments  accomplishments 

made  possible  through  the  same  vitality  and  co- 
operative spirit.   This  is  also  apparent  in  the 
physical  appearance  of  the  Town  which,  as  stated 
in  the  introduction,  gives  evidence  of  orderly 
forethought  in  its  past  development.   Based  upon 
the  above  observations,  it  is  believed  that  the 
opportunity  for  growth  will  be  provided  and  that 
the  Tarboro  area  will  grow._l/  "But  what  of  the 
years  ahead?     How  will  Tarboro  grow?" 


_1/   This  final  word  draws  heavily  upon  the  study 

done  by  Stephen  Davenport,  Tarboro  Land  Develop- 
ment P  Ian  . 
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VI  appendix 


TABLE  26 


SIMILARITY  OF  RATES  OF  INCREASE  FOR   EDGECOMBE  COUNTY,,  TARBORO  TOWN   TARBORO 
TOWNSHIP  AND  PRINCEVILLE 


Rates  of  Inter-Decade  Increase 


Ed 

gecombe 
County 

1900-1910 

20  .3 

1910-1920 

18  ,  5 

1920-1930 

26  .  1 

1930-1940 

2.  6 

1940-1950 

5.0 

1950-1960 

4.9 

Ta  r bor  o 
Townshi  p 


Ta  rboro 
Town 


P  r  i  n c  e vl 11 e 


22  .  0 
8  .  1 
3  .  5 
12  .  4 
15  .  4 
11.4 


65  .  2 
10  .  6 
39  .  6 

12  .  1 

13  .  6 
3.5 


13  .  6 

-11.6 

9  .  3 

33  .  2 

12.3 

-15.6 


Source:  Compiled  by  DCP 

Tests  of  similarity  of  rates  of  increase  may  be  made  by  use  of  Spearman's  Rank  Order  cor- 
relation coefficient.   The  formula  is: 


6£(d2) 


(N-^  -  N  ) 


The  relationships  are  as  follows: 


Edgecombe  County  correlated  with  Tarboro;  r   _   +   gg 
Tarboro  Township  correlated  with  Edgecombe  County;  r   _  _|.  ^. 

Princeville  correlated  with  Tarboro  Town;  r      ■    en 

3  =  +   .  b  U 

Tarboro  Township  correlated  with  Tarboro  Town:   '"g  _  4.   3Y 
These  coefficients,  while  indicative  of  a  relationship,  are  not  different  from  what  might  be 
expected  by  chance. 


■■J 


TABLE  27  --  MORTALITY  RATES  AND  EXPECTED  POPULATION 


NONWHITE 


1960 

Mortal! 

ty 

Expec  t  ed 

Pop. 

Fac  tor 

♦ 

Pop.  De- 

Total 

crease  by 
Death 

1-4 

201 

.0018 

.4 

5-14 

308 

.00078 

.  2 

15-24 

142 

.0023 

.  3 

25-44 

218 

.  0065 

.  1 

45-64 

215 

.  025 

5  .4 

65  plus 

81 

.  073 

5.9 

Population  1960 

Decrease  Not  Pop. 

Acct  .  for  by  Total 
Death 


■117  .  7 
■143  .  9 

■  43.6 

■  12.1 


120 
344 
289 
476 
373 
199 


Mortal i  ty 
Factor 


.  0016 
00059 
.  0011 
00457 
.  0184 
.  0574 


Expec  ted 

Pop.  De- 

c  r  ease  by 

Death 


P  opu la t  i  on 

Deer  ease  Not 

Acct.  for  by 

Death 


-108  .  7 
-164. 8 
-76.1 
+  54.4 


1-4 

277 

. 000799 

2 

5-14 

597 

. 000585 

3 

15-24 

386 

.00156 

6 

25-44 

791 

. 00884 

7 

0 

45-64 

545 

.0158 

8 

6 

65  plus 

144 

.  0734 

10 

6 

WHITE 

FEMALE 

-- 

285 

.000768 

.  2 

-- 

567 

.  000374 

.  2 

38 

4 

427 

. 0005418 

.  2 

44 

0 

820 

.001287 

1  .  1 

10 

4 

580 

. 0067829 

.  3 

34 

4 

280 

.  0542 

1  .  5 

-  29  .8 
-126  .9 

-60.7 

-  70.5 


*  This  factor  was  derived  by  taking  the  number  of  deaths  for  the  total  population  of  each  age  group 

for  the  State.    It  is  thus  assumed  that  the  State  mortality  rate  for  each  age  group  applies  to  Tarboro 
Town  . 


Source:   Compiled  by  DCP 


TABLE  28  --  THE  RECORDED  AND  EXPECTED  WHITE  POPULATION 
BY  SEX  AND  BY  AGE:  TARBORO  1940.  195U  and  1960 


Less  Than 

Five  Years    5-9     10-14   15-19   20-24   25-34   35-44  45-54   55-64 


Actual  1940 
Expected  1950  1/ 
Actual  1950 
Difference  '50  Actual 

-  Expect  ed 
Actual  1960 
Actual  Difference 

1960-1950 
Expected  1960  ±/ 
Difference  '60  Actual 

-  Expected 

FEMALE 

Actual  1940 
Expected  1950  _1/ 
Actual  1950 
Difference  '50  Actual 

-  Expected 
Actual  1960 
Actual  Difference 

1960  -  1950 
Expected  1960  W 
Difference  '60  Total 

-  Expec  ted 


187 

207 

216 

206 

177 

365 

307 

184 

137 

87 

2/ 

2/ 

187 

207 

216 

383 

365 

307 

184 

224 

320 

240 

185 

187 

227 

428 

378 

286 

158 

131 

---2/ 

2/ 

-2 

-ao 

+  11 

+  45 

+  13 

-21 

-26 

+  7 

227 

297 

300 

224 

162 

425 

366 

313 

232 

144 

-43 

+  57 

+  115 

+  37 

-65 

-3 

-12 

+  27 

+  47 

+  13 

264 

206 

320 

240 

185 

414 

428 

378 

286 

289 

189 

187 

228 

229 

224 

468 

326 

229 

158 

117 



2/ 

2/ 

189 

187 

228 

425 

468 

326 

229 

158 

287 

258 

199 

204 

274 

470 

430 

321 

208 

211 



2/ 

2/ 

+  10 

+  17 

+  46 

+  18 

-38 

-5 

-21 

+  53 

285 

289 

278 

238 

189 

399 

421 

397 

283 

280 

-  2 

+  31 

+  79 

+  34 

-85 

-71 

+  9 

+  76 

+  75 

+  69 

237 

217 

287 

258 

199 

478 

470 

430 

321 

208 

_1/  The  expected  population  is  derived  by  assuming  that  these  individuals  in  one  decade  are  to  be 

found  ten  years  later  in  the  next  ten  years  age  group.   ThuSj,  in  1940  there  were  216  while  males 

between  the  ages  of  10-14.   Ten  years  later  in  1950,  one  would  expect  216  white  males  between 
the  ages  of  twenty  to  twenty-four. 


2_/  Not  computed.   The  necessary  data  were  unavailable, 


Source:  Compiled  by  DCP 


TABLE  29  --  THE  ACTUAL  AND  EXPECTED  NONWHITE  POPULATION 
BY  SEX  AND  BY  AGE:    TARBORO  1940.  1950.  and  1960 


MALE 


Less  Than 
F  i  ve  Years 


10-14   15-19    20-24   25-34   35-44  45-54   55-64   65+ 


Actual  1940 
Expected  1950  J^/ 
Actual  1950 
Difference  '50  Actual 

-  Expec  ted 
Actual  1960 
Actual  Difference 

1960  -  1950 
Expected  1960  _1/ 
Difference  '60  Actual 

-  Expec  ted 


133 

149 

156 

123 

106 

178 

149 

98 

59 

55 



2/ 

2/ 

133 

149 

156 

229 

178 

149 

98 

59 

166 

147 

113 

109 

94 

159 

143 

121 

63 

71 



2/ 

2/ 

-20 

-40 

-62 

-70 

-35 

-28 

-35 

-12 

201 

189 

119 

100 

42 

116 

102 

119 

96 

81 

+  35 

+  42 

+  6 

-  9 

-52 

-43 

-41 

-  2 

+  33 

+  10 

112 

124 

166 

147 

113 

203 

159 

143 

121 

63 

FEMALE 

Actual  1940 
Expected  1950  _1/ 
Actual  1950 
Difference  '50   Actual 

-  Expec  ted 
Actual  1960 
Actual  Difference 

1960  -  1950 
Expected  1960  _1/ 
Difference  '60  Actual 

-  Expec  t  ed 


164 

143 

141 

177 

149 

232 

189 

133 

80 

98 

2/ 

2/ 

164 

143 

141 

326 

232 

198 

133 

80 

177 

144 

145 

132 

120 

2  24 

199 

174 

99 

118 

2/ 

2/ 

-19 

-11 

-21 

-102 

-33 

-24 

-35 

+  38 

120 

167 

177 

144 

145 

252 

224 

199 

174 

99 

-57 

+  23 

+  32 

+  12 

+  25 

+  28 

+  25 

+  25 

+  75 

-19 

176 

189 

161 

105 

75 

158 

151 

150 

140 

142 

-56 


+  22 


■16 


-39 


\_/    See  footnote  on  Table  28  regarding  expected  population  totals, 
_2/  Not  computed.   The  necessary  datawere  unavailable. 


Source:  Compiled  by  DCP 


TABLE  30  --  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY  FUTURE  POPULATION 


Age 
In  Years 

1970 

Ma; 

WHITE 

Le 

1980 

F  emale 
1970         1980 

Male 
19  7  0 

NONWHITE 

Femal 
1980         1970 

e^ 

1980 

-5  Years 

1  ,346 

1  ,417 

1  ,316 

1  ,  374 

2,220 

2  ,  280 

2,  163 

2,  293 

5  -  £ 

1 

1  ,379 

1,394 

1  ,  224 

1  ,326 

1,912 

1  ,997 

1,919 

2,  071 

10  - 

14 

1  ,306 

1,357 

1,  222 

1  ,  262 

2,113 

2,010 

1  ,931 

1,924 

15  - 

19 

1  ,  270 

1  ,  183 

1  ,  151 

1  ,066 

1  ,  768 

1,511 

1  ,  717 

1,510 

20  - 

24 

815 

791 

997 

915 

923 

971 

950 

965 

25  - 

34 

1  ,  429 

1  ,  777 

1,  586 

1,902 

1,072 

1  ,  025 

1,306 

1,584 

35  - 

44 

1,551 

1,331 

1  ,  602 

1  ,  452 

981 

944 

1  ,  296 

1,067 

45  - 

54 

1  ,  532 

1  ,334 

1  ,  661 

1  ,  456 

1  ,  130 

1,  120 

1,254 

1  ,  037 

55  - 

64 

1  ,  143 

1  ,287 

1  ,382 

1  ,463 

823 

944 

1  ,  005 

1,008 

65  + 

972 

1  ,  151 

1  ,  562 

1  ,915 

774 

688 

1,096 

1,318 

TOTAL 

12 , 743 

13 ,022 

13 , 703 

14,  131 

13,716 

13,490 

14,637 

14,777 

Source:    DCP  estimate 


TABLE  31  --  FUTURE  POPULATION  OF  TOWNSHIPS  IN  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY 


Townships 


1940 


1950 


1960 


1970 


1980 


Ta  rbor o 

Lower  Conetoe 

Upper  Conetoe 

Deep  Creek 

Lower  Fishing  Creek 

Upper  Fishing  Creek 

Swift  Creek 

S  pa  r  ta 

Otter  Creek 

Lower  Town  Creek 

Walnut  Creek 

Rocky  Mount 

Cokey 

Upper  Town  Creek 


10  ,  290 
2,046 
2,350 
1,471 

1  ,  729 
3  ,  147 

2  ,  621 
1,999 
2,  220 
2,238 
1  ,  343 

14,919 
1,726 
1  ,  063 


11,878 
1  ,  839 
2,152 
1,375 

1  ,  577 
3,105 

2  ,  573 
2,007 
2  ,  144 
2,614 
1,313 

16 , 241 
1,611 
1,205 


13  ,228 
1,741 
2  ,035 
1  ,  144 
1,521 
2,923 
2,610 
1,850 

1  ,993 

2  ,748 
1 .,  2  9  7 

18,601 
1  ,  475 
1  ,  060 


12,951 
1  ,  589 
1,973 
1  ,  041 
1  ,  425 
3  ,069 
2,  576 
1  ,  754 
1,808 
2,959 
1  ,  370 

20 , 549 

1  ,  425 

986 


12, 673 
1  ,  434 
1  ,  765 
828 
I  ,  434 
3  ,  090 
2,483 
1  ,  434 
1  ,  490 
2,869 
1,369 

22,399 

1  ,  269 

883 


Edgecombe  County 


49 , 162 


51 , 643 


54  ,  226 


54,799 


55  ,  420 


Source:  DCP  estimate. 


TABLE  32  --  RANKS  OF  TOWNSHIPS  IN  VARIOUS  ASPECTS  OF  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 


Townshi  p 

Acres 

Corn 

C 

o  t  to  n 

T 

obacc  o 

Peanut  s 

Oats 

S 

oy beans 

In  Farms 

Grown 

Ha  r  ves 

ted 

Ha  r ves 

ted 

G  r  own 

Threshed 

C 

ombi  ned 

Tar bor o 

9 

1 

10 

12 

6 

4 

5 

Lower 

C  one toe 

5 

6 

4 

11 

5 

3 

1 

Upper 

Conetoe 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

7 

2 

Deep  ( 

Creek 

7 

12 

6 

14 

7 

14 

4 

Lower 

Fishing 

Creek 

6 

11 

5 

13 

4 

8 

6 

Upper 

Fishing 

Creek 

2 

3 

1 

7 

2 

1 

3 

Swift 

Creek 

3 

4 

2 

8 

3 

6 

7 

S  pa  r  t  a 

4 

5 

8 

2 

9 

11 

9 

Other 

Creek 

11 

8 

14 

1 

13 

13 

14 

Lower 

Town 

Creek 

13 

13 

12 

6 

12 

10 

13 

Walnu 

t  Creek 

12 

10 

7 

10 

8 

9 

11 

Roc  ky 

Mount 

8 

7 

9 

3 

10 

2 

8 

Cokey 

10 

9 

11 

4 

11 

5 

10 

Upper 

Town 

Creek 

14 

14 

13 

9 

14 

12 

12 

Source:   Compiled  by  DCP 


TABLE  33 


TOBACCO  WAREHOUSE  SALES  IN  TARBORO  IN  1958-1959  AND  1959-1960 


1958-1959 
Pounds 


1959-1960 
Pounds 


Average  Price  Per  County 
1958-1959  1959-1960 

(In  Dollars)  (In  Dollars) 


State  of 
North  Carol i  na 
All  Types 

N  ew  B  r 1 gh t 

Belt-Type 

Total 

Tarboro 


735,992,804 


370,772,702 
8 . 942  ,  692 


700  ,  728  ,983 


328  ,  378 , 308 
8  ,  869 , 544 


57.71 
56  .  20 


58  .  69 

57  .  10 


Source:    Compiled  by  DCP 


TABLE  34  --  RUNNING  BALES  OF  COTTON  GINNED  IN  EDGECOMBE  COUNTY; 

1955  TO  1959 


State  of 

North  Carol i  na 


Edgec  ombe 


359  ,83f 
4  ,  63i 


366 , 232 
9  ,  194 


235 , 954 
5  ,884 


260 , 724 
8  ,  206 


335  ,  870 
6  ,  621 


Source:   Compiled  by  DCP 
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